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Summertime Means Celebrati

by Jim Stickford

Southeast Michigan is host to a
number of auto events known
collectively as Autopalooza, and
the first event — the Chevrolet De-
troit Belle Isle Grand Prix — kicks
off the summer season May 31.

At a special press conference
held at the GM Heritage Center in
Sterling Heights, Jim Campbell,
U.S. vice president of Perform-
ance Vehicles and Motorsports
for GM, said that it was always a
great day when he and others are
able to attend events at GM’s
Heritage Center.

“We get to see all the beautiful
cars here,” Campbell said.
“There are about 600. They are
race cars, concept cars, antique
cars. This is a special place for
us. And the Autopalooza is a cel-
ebration of Michigan through
races, cruises and car shows. We
get to show our passion for the
great cars and designs. Chevrolet
is proud to be involved in Au-
topalooza and proud that the
Chevrolet Detroit Belle Isle Grand
Prix kicks off all the events begin-
ning on May 31.”

The June events are:

e Quicken Loans 400 NASCAR
Weekend, Brooklyn, Mich., June
15-16.

e Motor Muster, Dearborn,
June 15-16.
e FyesOn Design, Grosse

Pointe Shores, June 16.

e Eastpointe Gratiot Cruise,
Macomb County, June 15.

e Sloan Museum Auto Fair,
Flint, June 22-23.

e Cruisin’ Downriver, South-
ern Wayne County, June 29.

There are two events in July,
both in Plymouth - the RM Vin-
tage Motor Cars Auction (July
27) and the Concours d’Elegance
of America (July 28).

August is busier:

e The Clinton Township Gra-
tiot Cruise in Macomb County,
Aug. 4.

e The Back to the Bricks Week-
end, Flint, Aug. 13-17.

e The Pure Michigan 400
NASCAR Weekend, Brooklyn,
Aug. 17-18.

e The Woodward Dream

Cruise, Oakland County, Aug. 17.

e Cruisin’ Hines, Westland,
Aug. 25.

In September, two events close
the season — the Old Car Festival
in Dearborn (Sept. 7-8) and the
Orphan Car Show in Ypsilanti
(Sept. 22).

Macomb County Chief Execu-
tive Mark Hackel said at the
press conference that the car cul-
ture was a huge part of his child-
hood.

“I grew up in Warren and [ am
working on an event that would
encompass all of Macomb Coun-
ty,” Hackel said.

“Imagine having a car event
that was as big as the . . . Mardi
Gras. If we can put that out in the
streets, it would be a tremendous
event that would showcase the
area to the world.”

Hackel said for that to happen,
Macomb “has to get its house in
order.”

“The communities in the coun-
ty, in Southeast Michigan in fact,
have to cooperate,” Hackel said.
“That’s not easy. Everyone is
afraid of giving up something
without getting anything back.”

But Hackel said the idea of a
four-day event that covers the
traditional cruising and racing
avenues and takes people
throughout metro Detroit to dif-
ferent auto-centric locations is
an idea worth pursuing.

“Imagine an event that would
attract people nationally and at-
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“It would be a huge boon to the

economy. But I admit it’s an idea
that is not without a lot of resist-
ance.”

Campbell said that over the
years, GM has played a role in a
lot of individual events, but it
wasn’t until last year that the
company started getting in-
volved in the Autopalooza.

And the benefits of these
events pay off, Campbell said,
adding he has been told that the
economic benefit from the Grand
Prix alone is about $45 million.

“Now, not every event will gen-

Chevy Corvette Stingray to Pace Indy 500 for 12th Time

The all-new, seventh-genera-
tion 2014 Corvette Stingray will
serve as the Indianapolis 500
Pace Car, leading the field to
green at the start of the 97th run-
ning of “The Greatest Spectacle
in Racing,” on Sunday, May 26, at
Indianapolis Motor Speedway.

It marks a record 12th time the
Corvette has served as the Pace

Car, the first being in 1978.

“It is an honor to help inaugu-
rate the allnew Corvette
Stingray at the hallowed Brick-
yard and further the legacy be-
tween Chevrolet and the Indi-
anapolis 500,” said Jim Campbell,
GM vice president of Perform-
ance Vehicles and Motorsports.
“The 2014 Corvette Stingray’s

performance was influenced by
racing, making this prestigious
assignment even more fitting.”
“Chevrolet is a great partner of
the Speedway,” said Jeff Belskus,
Indianapolis Motor Speedway
Corporation president and CEO.
“That connection is heightened
this year with the next-genera-

tion Corvette.”
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BREAKFAST, LUNCH
AND DINNER
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31690 Mound Rd
13 & Mound
586-939-1000

26627 Hoover Rd
11 & Hoover
586-754-8205

30820 Hoover Rd
13 & Hoover
586-573-7829

29144 Ryan Rd
12 & Ryan
586-573-8000

STERLING HGTS.

37876 Van Dyke
at 16 1/2 Mile
586-795-8368

Subway/Walmart
NOW OPEN 24 HOURS
33201 Van Dyke

14 & Van Dyke
586-274-4319
Subway/Meijer
36600 Van Dyke Ave
586-795-1606
38357 Dodge Park
at Plumbrook
586-264-5300
40058 Van Dyke

18 Mile & Van Dyke
586-939-4500

ROSEVILLE

Subway/Walmart
28804 Gratiot

12 & Gratiot
586-773-1682

66603 Van Dyke
South of 31 Mile
586-752-6500

WASHINGTON TWP.

| NOW OPENDRIVE THRU

13160 32 Mile Road
32 & Van Dyke X-Way
586-281-6359

28950 Van Dyke Ave
12 & Van Dyke
586-558-3882

Drive Thru Service:

NOW OPEN 24 HOURS
32620 Van Dyke Ave
South of 14 Mile
586-795-0000

Subway/Meijer
29505 Mound Road
12 Mile & Mound
586-558-0100

NOW OPEN 24 HOURS
7960 Metro Parkway
Van Dyke & Metro Pkwy
586-268-0800

SubwayChrysler JIZ23

38111 Van Dyke [liils

586-268-6900 ML
TROY

Subway/Oakland Mall
498 14 Mile Rd
248-307-1271

1939 W. Maple Rd
West of Crooks
248-435-2846

Subway/Walmart
2001 W. Maple Rd
West of Crooks

248-435-2431

SHELBY

8178 23 Mile Rd
23 & Van Dyke
586-739-4100

Subway/Walmart
NOW OPEN 24 HOURS
51450 Shelby Pkwy

23 & Van Dyke X-Way
586-254-8140

erate that kind of income,”
Campbell said, “but it’s just one
of 16 events. They will all gener-
ate some kind of money and give
people a chance to celebrate the
car culture here in Michigan.”
Ultimately, Campbell said,
Southeast Michigan from May 31
to Sept. 22 will see three race
days, six cruise events and seven
anchor classic car events put on.
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General Dynamics
Awarded $9.5M

For Tank Parts

A $9.5 million defense contract
has been awarded to General Dy-
namics Land Systems (GDLS).

The three-year indefinite deliv-
ery, indefinite quantity (IDIQ)
contract has been granted by
the U.S. Defense Logistics
Agency to provide spare parts in
support of the Abrams main bat-
tle tank.

“The Defense Logistics Agency
has a strategic goal of reducing
costs by $10 billion in five years,
and General Dynamics Land Sys-
tems is committed to helping
them achieve it,” said Graz
Graziano, vice president of Com-
bat Support and Sustainment for
GDLS.

“By aligning our approach to
support their objective, we pre-
sented DLA with new ideas for
significant material-cost reduc-
tion over the life of this contract.
We look forward to additional
opportunities to continue this
partnership in the future.”

Through this contract, GDLS
will provide DLA with spares for
the M1A2 system enhancement
package (SEP) version 1 and ver-
sion 2 series of tanks.

According to a GDLS news re-
lease, the contract leverages the
best practices of multiple GDLS
organizations: program manage-
ment will be performed by em-
ployees at GDLS-Force Protec-
tion in Ladson, S.C., while the
parts will be manufactured at
GDLS’s Scranton, Pa., site.

SIGN AND DRIVE =
on Cruze, Malibu ==
and Equinox.

Dnly 6 Blocks From Downtown & GM Ren

mail-in rebate

2014 Chevrolet

95 (IL CHANGE & TIRE ROTATION

VALET PICK-UP OR SHUTTLE PICK-UP/DELIVERY

SILVERADO

4WD Extended Cab LT

IMPALA s
V6 with
convenience package
Stk: 7007 Mo%.glse
30,000 Miles
$2,699.00 Due At Signing*
2013 Chevrolet

oM
Hamtrack Plant

531V8
All Star Edition
Trailering
Remote Start Stk: T4106 | Mol oase
20,000 Miles
$995.00 Due At Signing*

866-225-1775

www.jeffersonchevrolet.com
2130 E. JEFFERSON AVENUE

6 Blocks East of the GM RenCen e Detroit

SALES HOURS: Mon & Thur 8:30am-8pm; Tue, Wed, Fri 8:30am-6pm
SERVICE HOURS: Mon-Fri 7am-6pm

CLOSED SATURDAY & SUNDAY

*Based on GM Employee pricing with approved Ally Lease S,A, tier. Just add tax title plates all rebates to dealer.
Silverado includes GM truck loyalty. Silverado 24mos/20000miles Impala 36mos/30000miles




