
Mann said his company’s re-
search also indicated that driv-
ers – 57 percent of whom had or
almost had an accident when
changing lanes – were very wor-
ried about their blind spots. Al-
most half said they had or almost
had an accident when parking,
thanks to the blind spot.

The survey also stated that 38
percent of drivers flat out avoid
parallel parking because of all the
stress involved. Another interest-
ing number, Mann said, was that 86
percent of drivers admitted to
falling asleep or knowing someone
who fell asleep while driving.

The most interesting statistic
of all, Mann said, at least for him,
was a 99 percent number. Ac-
cording to the survey, 99 percent
of those questioned said they
were a good and safe driver. Only
1 percent said they weren’t. At
the same time, drivers admitted
that while they liked their driving
habits, they were really worried
about the other guy.

Those being polled were then
asked about different Ford driving-
assistance technologies. The ques-
tioning, Mann said, was carefully
considered. Respondents were
asked, “Would you be interested in
technology such as . . . “ for each
feature Ford could offer.

The results, Mann said, showed
that about four-fifths of respon-
dents were interested in driver-assist
technology. Additionally, 47 per-
cent said it was important to be able

to answer the phone while driving,
making tech such as voice-activat-
ed phone being synced – via blue
tooth – to a driver’s own cell phone.

The survey also showed the
public wasn’t aware of recent tech-
nological advances in driver tech,
making a good marketing and ad-
vertising program important.

Mann said they also came
across an interesting dichotomy.
About 54 percent of drivers said
they might be interested in a car
that drives itself, but 59 percent
of those surveyed said they
would not be comfortable in a
self-driving car.

Mann said 96 percent of those
surveyed said they would like
tech that notified the driver if
someone was in the blind spot.

The survey further showed that
drivers are very interested in tech
that alerts drivers in time to press
brakes to avoid a collision.

Those were the two most popu-
lar pieces of tech, Mann said. Driv-
ers also evinced interest in cruise
control tech that slows down au-
tomatically to cars in front, voice-ac-
tivated calling, a self-parking system,
and voice activated sending and re-
ceiving of texts.

On hand to answer media
questions were Amy Marentic,
Ford group marketing manager;
Randy Visintainer, Ford director
of research and advanced engi-
neering; and Sheryl Connelly,
Ford manager of global trends
and futuring.

Connelly said what the survey
showed was that drivers have a

sense of time poverty. There’s a lot
to do and not enough time to do it.
So anything that offers personal as-
sistance is attractive. She also
said that as the driving population
gets older and driving skills de-
cline, any tech that can help the
driver becomes more valuable.

The question of why Ford is of-
fering a variety of techs, such as
the blind spot information sys-
tem, the forward collision warning
system, adaptive cruise control,
Ford Sync, active parking assist
and My Ford Touch communica-
tion tech, are all available in a mid-
size car like the 2013 Fusion.

Marentic said the mid-size mar-
ket is more important than ever,
going from about 40 percent of the
total new-car market in 2004 to 60
percent now. She expects that
number to reach 70 percent in
the not-too-distant future.

“People adapt to this technolo-
gy quickly,” Marentic said. “And
that makes it hard to give up when
going to a smaller-sized car.”

Connelly agreed, saying the

days of bigger always being bet-
ter, at least when it comes to
cars, is over. That’s a big change
from even a decade ago.

A media question focused on
how it’s possible to get all these
features in a car. Visintainer said
Ford is doing it by leveraging the
scale of production. They are not
letting tech “trickle” down from
larger to smaller vehicles.

Marentic said Ford is bucking a
trend. Consumers don’t usually
see technology of this sophisti-
caction in cars the size of the
2013 Fusion.

Visintainer said it’s important
to remember that all this is driv-
er-assist technology. It’s not car-
control tech. The driver will still
have to remain engaged.

He said that’s all right because
Americans as a people, like being in
control of their cars, and they don’t
like the idea of giving up that control.

He said this tech will keep
them in control while giving
them the assistance they need to
driver safer.

PAGE 2 SEPTEMBER 3, 2012DETROIT AUTO SCENE

DETROIT AUTO SCENE
OAKLAND TECH NEWS
TECH CENTER NEWS

www.DetroitAutoScene.com
Reader Input or feedback:
News@SpringerPublishing.com
To Inquire about advertising:
Ads@DetroitAutoScene.com

Deadline: Thursday 5:00 p.m.
for the next edition of Monday

William Springer II, publisher
Gerald Scott, news director
Lisa A. Torretta, operations

Newspaper Pubishers Since 1933
Springer Publishing Co., Inc.
31201 Chicago Road South
Suite #A-101
Warren, Michigan 48093

586-939-6800 Warren
248-852-6800 Auburn Hills
313-565-5500 Dearborn
Oakland Tech News, Tech Center News
and New Center News are trademarks
of Springer Publishing Co., Inc.
Detroit Auto Scene and U.S. Auto Scene
are registered trademarks.

#42333 #21552#44296
475 SUMMIT DRIVE • 248-292-2502 • 5825 HIGHLAND RD. (M59) • WATERFORD

CALL
BRUCE LITVIN
– 24/7 & 365 –

40 YEARS
OF QUALITY SERVICE

DDEEAALLSS CCOONNTTIINNUUEE
Please Call for Details.

Selling New Chevys, Buicks and GMCs at the ABSOLUTE LOWEST PRICE POSSIBLE!

CELL # 1-586-405-5175
blitvin@lunghamer.com

1-888-665-5438

And
The

‘12 CHEVROLET TRAVERSE
FWD LS

MSRP $30,585

Preferred Price
$29,578.95

$18900
Plus taxes,  lisc. fees & doc fees. Must be 800+ credit score

$812 due at signing, includes lisc. transfer.  No security deposit required.

24 MONTH
10K/Per Yr.

Per Month

‘12 CHEVROLET SILVERADO
1500 4WD 
Ext Cab Lt
MSRP $35,520

Preferred Price
$33,546.80

$20500
Plus taxes, lisc fees and doc fee.  

$952 due at signing, includes lisc transfer. No security depost required.

24 MONTH
10K/Per Yr.

Per Month

Jeff Caul
586-274-0396
PEP QUOTES BY PHONE OR EMAIL:
JEFF CAUL AT JCAUL@BUFFWHELAN.COM

buff whelan
chevrolet

Free shuttle service to home, office or shopping.

buff whelan chevrolet
WHERE THE DEALS MAKE THE DIFFERENCE, EVERY DAY SINCE 1970!

Van Dyke • South of 18 Mile • Sterling Heights

☺ We guarantee the lowest price or it’s free! ☺ We guarantee the lowest price or it’s free!

☺ We guarantee the lowest price or it’s free! ☺ We guarantee the lowest price or it’s free!
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See dealer for details. All payments are based on GM Employee pricing except where otherwise noted. 2012 Cruze and 2012
Equinox lease payments require 800+ credit score, and assume you have a NON-GM lease in the household. Other payments
slightly higher. Down payment, first payment, tax, title, and plate due at signing. Offer expires 08/31/2012

CONVENIENT HOURS:
Mon. & Thurs.

8:30 am – 9 pm
Tues., Wed., Fri.

8:30 am – 6:30 pm

OVER 1,000
New Chevrolets in Stock!

WE GUARANTEE THEWE GUARANTEE THE
LOWEST PRICES OR IT’S FREELOWEST PRICES OR IT’S FREE☺☺
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METRO PKWY.

18 MILE RD.

SINCE
1989

586-274-0396

SUMMER’S HOTTEST

DEALS!!!

Power Locks • Power Windows • Power Mirrors
Cruise • Tilt • Touch Screen Radio • Bluetooth

Onstar • XM Radio & More…

2013MALIBU ECO

Stk.#20081

$229*+Tax
$0 Down

24 Mos./10,000 Miles

$186*+Tax
$999 Down

LS Equipment Pkg. • Automatic Trans

2012 CRUZE LS

Stk.#12096

$149*+Tax
$0 Down

24 Mos./10,000 Miles
- No employee discount required -

$108*+Tax
$999 Down

LS Equipment Pkg. • Aluminum Wheels

2012 EQUINOXLS

Stk.#11860D

$179*+Tax
$0 Down

24 Mos./10,000 Miles

$139*+Tax
$999 Down

JIM DOUGLAS
AUTO SALES

Serving Metro Detroit customers since 1975

Top $$$ paid for
your vehicle

Great selection of vehicles for sale!

Come To You -or- Shuttle Available

248-332-8326

Survey: Drivers Want More Technology in Cars
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

frame with air suspension to a
new eight-speed transmission to
a new interior with the next-gen-
eration Uconnect system.

“With best-in-class towing and
payload, best-in-class ride and
handling and best-in-class aero-
dynamics, the 2013 Ram 1500 de-
livers unmatched content, per-
formance and capability to our
customers,” Diaz added.

Meanwhile, the new 3.6-liter
Pentastar V6 engine (Ward’s 10
Best Engines Award two years in

a row) with variable-valve timing
(VVT) offers standard 305 horse-
power, 269 lb.-ft. of torque and
with best-in-class fuel economy
for V6 trucks.

The new V6 features 42 per-
cent more horsepower, 13 per-
cent more torque and at least 20
percent better fuel economy
when compared to the previous
3.7-liter V6 powertrain. Also, the
standard V6 delivers best-in-
class towing – 6,500 pounds.

Also, the 5.7-liter HEMI V8 with
fuel-saving cylinder shut-off and
VVT provides 395 horsepower,

407 lb.-ft. of torque and best-in-
class fuel economy for V8 trucks.

The eight-speed automatic
transmission (TorqueFlite 8),
standard equipment with the 3.6-
liter V6 Pentastar, doubles the
amount of gears compared with
the previously available four-
speed automatic transmission,
which improves drivability and
enhances fuel efficiency.

The new eight-speed also is
available with the 5.7-liter HEMI
V8 – the company’s first applica-
tion with a V8 (TorqueFlite 8 with
V8 is late availability).

Chrysler Foresees ’13 Ram a Hit at $23,585
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Osram Automotive Lighting’s
cost-effective and versatile plugh-
and-play LED Joule module made
its debut on a popular and much-
anticipated vehicle: the 2013
Mustang GT.

The Mustang GT now features
the first LED fog lamp in the U.S.
based on Osram’s standardized
LED system. The grille-mounted
hybrid reflector-projector sys-
tem complements the Mustang’s
styling DNA.

Osram Launches
LED Fog Lamps


