
By Gerald Scott
So there they were – dozens of

Chevrolet Volts, at least 50 in all,
turning from the Radisson Hotel
parking lot onto Woodward Ave.
last week – and not a peep from
them at all.

Maybe until you’re around
them in a group, one forgets just
how quiet the Chevrolet Volt –
GM’s plug-in, hybrid electric ve-
hicle, really is.

This all became notable be-
cause Chevrolet had treated 50
local Volt owners to an ice cream
social at the Radisson last week,
on the Tuesday evening prior to
the Dream Cruise.

With the 18th annual Cruise
long being known for squealing
tires and loud horsepower ema-
nating from jacked-up engines
and dual-chrome exhaust pipes,
well, the appearance of a Volt
fleet en masse – silent sentries –
parading down the drag ever so
gently, neatly and keenly.

The Volt ice cream social was
actually the formal kickoff of four
days worth of organized activi-
ties by Chevrolet, which is in the
second year of a three-year over-
all sponsorship of the larger
Woodward Dream Cruise.

“The Woodward Dream Cruise
is a true celebration of America’s
love affair with the automobile
and the open road, and for
Chevrolet it is an opportunity for
us to connect with some of our
most passionate customers and
their families,” said Chris Perry,
Chevrolet global vice president
of Marketing, in a blanket press
statement describing why the
brand is now so closely aligned
with the Cruise.

Although the casual, informal pa-
rade of silent Volts down Wood-
ward was perhaps a harbinger of
things to come for the future of the
auto industry, nostalgia nonethe-
less reigns supreme when it comes
to the Dream Cruise and the social
and pop cultural mythologies as-
sociated with it.

Besides the ice cream social on
behalf of the Volties, Chevrolet
was all over the lower half of
Woodward, one might say.

On top of the north-to-south
Volt casual cruise, Chevrolet
used the Dream Cruise to help
celebrate the 60th anniversary of
the Corvette (c. 1955) and all of
the auto-folklore that goes along

with the ’Vette – billed as Ameri-
ca’s Sports Car.

At 13 Mile and Woodward,
Northwood Plaza in Royal Oak,
the annual GM Design on Wood-
ward gathering brought thou-
sands of visitors there to ogle GM
Design staffers’ personal cars
during the day last Wednesday.

Then, from Thursday through
the Saturday of the Dream
Cruise, Chevrolet Performance
division had a big display that in-
cluded a collection of perform-
ance show vehicles and produc-
tion vehicles, a motorsports dis-
play, and a variety of Chevrolet
performance parts also on static
display for gearheads to enjoy.

But, ah, perhaps the 2012 Wood-
ward Dream Cruise will be re-
membered as much for those

Silent Sentries tooling down the Av-
enue as much as all of the nostal-
gic chrome, 20-inch wheels, and

steel fenders from yesteryear.
All in all, one gets the impres-

sion that Chevrolet really is get-

ting its corporate-sponsorship-
money’s worth from being the
top corporate dog on the block.
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Ray
Stemple
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SERVICE HOURS: Monday & Thursday 6:30am-9:00pm; Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday 6:30am-6:00pm • Shuttle at 6:30am - Pick-up Both Ways • All Day starting at 6:30am.

$2395
Fluid Level,

Brake & Alignment Check Included.

Open Mondays & Thursdays until 8:30pm

We use Genuine GM Oil & Filter
No additional or hidden charges.
Out the door pricing.

Quick Oil Change EXPRESS
LANELUBE OIL FILTER

Excludes synthetic, Diesel & Med. Duty Trucks.
Most GM cars & trucks. One coupon per customer. Must
present coupon with order. Plus tax. Expires 8-31-12.

Up to 5 qts.

BODY SHOP
586-754-7000

ext 1231

INSURANCE
WRECK

AMENDED

WE REPAIR
ALL MAKES
& MODELS FREE OIL CHANGE

With Each Major Repair

TRANSPORTATION AVAILABLE
During Scheduled Repairs

GM SERVICE CENTER
MICHIGAN’S LARGEST

•SERVICE DEPT. •PARTS •BODY SHOP

866-452-1547
26125 Van Dyke @ 101/2 Mile
Center Line, MI 48015

EDRINKE • FAST • FRIENDLY • DISCOUNTS

VISIT OUR

QUICK LANE

ED RINKE CHEVROLET BUICK GMC
ED RINKEED RINKE

* All prices & payments include GM rebates. Pictures may not represent actual vehicle. Prices subject to change per GM incentives.
Prices and payments are inclusive of GM Employee Discount (Unless otherwise stated). Leases are 24 months, 10,000 miles per year
w/ approved S Tier credit w/ $999 due at signing, (unless otherwise noted). Prices & payments are plus tax, title, and plate fees. 0%
financing in lieu of some factory rebates. Refundable security deposit required on certain vehicles – to be determined by lender.
Must qualify for conquest with a 1999 or newer non GM lease. Lacrosse lease is with $3073 down. Regal lease is with $2718 down.
Acadia lease is with $1131 down. Verano lease is with $2736 down. Sierra lease is with $173 down. Terrain lease is with $3231 down.
**See salesperson for details. Expiration Date – 8/31/12.

* All prices & payments include GM rebates. Pictures may not represent actual vehicle. Prices subject to
change per GM incentives. Prices and payments are inclusive of GM Employee Discount (Unless other-
wise stated). All 24 month leases, Cruze $2,473 cash down, Malibu $3,884.90 cash down, Traverse $1,048
cash down, Silverado p/u ext. cab $1,781 cash down. Good thru September 4, 2012, with GM 60-day money
back guarante, 10,000 miles per year w/ approved S Tier credit w/ $2500 due at signing, (unless other-
wise noted). Prices & payments are plus tax, title, and plate fees and first month payment No security de-
posit on leases. 0% Financing in lieu of some factory rebates. Malibu LS (leased thru GM financial), Equi-
nox LS, Cruze LS leases require 800 plus credit score. Cruze, Equinox and Silverado include non GM
competitive lease. Malibu includes GMC. USA d insurance rebate. Must quality for Conquest. Some vehi-
cles may be Courtesy cars. Plus Acc. fee. Exp. 8-31-12.

Find Us on
FACEBOOK

See us for your GM employee purchases.

1-877-451-7707
26125 Van Dyke at 101/2 Mile Rd.

Visit our website: edrinke.com
SHOWROOM HOURS:

Mon. & Thurs. 8:30am-9:00pm; Tues., Wed., & Fri. 8:30am-6:00pm

See us for your GM employee purchases.

1-866-452-1300
24231 Van Dyke at 91/2 Mile Rd.

Visit our website: edrinke.com
SHOWROOM HOURS:

Mon. & Thurs. 8:30am-9:00pm;Tues., Wed., & Fri. 8:30am-6:00pm

We Are Professional Grade
BEYOND AM BEYOND FM

SATELITE RADIO

EXPERIENCE BUICK
Special 24 Month Leases

2 Years of Onstar Directions & Connections
2 Years of SiriusXM Radio • 2 Years of Maintenance

NO DOC
FEES

WE WILL BEAT ANY DEAL!
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Dodge

nhuminski@edrinke.com
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Pfeifle

jpfeifle@edrinke.com
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Thacker

dthacker@edrinke.com

Paul
Makowski
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2012SIERRA
4WD EXT

GM EMPLOYEE PRICE
$22,455*
LEASE$99*
24month/10K Year

2012REGAL

GM EMPLOYEE PRICE
$22,555*

2012TERRAIN

GM EMPLOYEE PRICE
$23,455*
LEASE$99*
24month/10K Year

LEASE$99*
24month/10K Year

2012ACADIA

GM EMPLOYEE PRICE
$24,990*
LEASE$99*
24month/10K Year

2012LACROSSE

GM EMPLOYEE PRICE
$24,150*
2012VERANO

GM EMPLOYEE PRICE
$20,735*
LEASE$99*
24month/10K Year

LEASE$99*
24month/10K Year

YOUR CHOICE $6900/mo.

‘12 CRUZE

Stock #421064

10 AIR BAGS
MSRP $18,865

$14,949*

‘12 SILVERADO
WORK TRUCK

$16,248*

‘13 MALIBU

Stock #433027
MSRP $22,755

STARTING AT
$21,286*

‘12 TRAVERSE

Stock #521265

10K MILES/YR
MSRP $30,335

$22,978*
‘12 SILVERADO
EXT CAB
4X4

LEASE $199*
$24,806*
39 MO.

ALL-STAR EDITION
GM Bedliner Included

$999 DOWNat Lessee Signing • 10K MILES/YR

STOCK #520664
MSRP $35,990

‘12 EQUINOX

LEASE $159*
$21,836*
24 MO.

$999 DOWNat Lessee Signing • 10K MILES/YR
MSRP $24,355
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Chevy Volts entering Woodwar after gathering at the Radisson Hotel in Bloomfield Hills.

‘Silent’ Convoy of Volts
Eases Down Woodward

The Detroit Economic Growth
Corp. has announced a request
from entrepreneurs and existing
businesses interested in starting
full-time and pop-up retail estab-
lishments in the Villages of De-
troit.

The DEGC, in partner with Vil-
lages CDC and the building own-
ers of the Parkstone Apartments
and West Village Manor Apart-
ments, plan to activate an entire
block of Agnes Street from Park-
er to Van Dyke in Detroit’s his-
toric West Village with unique
retail and food-centric business-
es.

These properties are in a
dense, walkable area next to the
Tashmoo Biergarten and are in
close proximity to Indian Village,
Belle Isle and Detroit’s so-called
“Gold Coast.”

Together, the organizations
have secured grant funding and
private investment to build out 5
to 7 retail storefronts. They plan
to start property improvements
this September with the goal of
creating move-in ready space be-
tween late fall and year end.

This project represents the
first phase of a larger retail pro-
gram for The Villages and will
serve as the pilot project for
DEGC’s new neighborhood.

City of Detroit
Retail Proposals
Sought by DEGC


