
Yes, I want to go for a ride
in your race car.

Well, it looked like a race
car – no body, no fenders or
running boards – just a seat
for the driver and riding me-
chanic, not even a hood.

This “thing” sat out behind
my grandfather’s barn ever
since I could remember. For
several years, we young kids
at the family reunion would
crawl over this skeleton, pre-
tending we were the driver or
mechanic making motor and
horn noises, even lifting the
canvas cover over the engine,
getting a peek at whatever
that big glob of metal was.

We knew it made lots of
strange noises but had never
heard it run. Just looking at it,
though, we knew this was a
“bad machine.”

Then it happened: in 1936,
my Uncle Oscar asked if I
wanted to go for a ride in his
1915 Saxton Runabout. Do
birds fly? Of course – yes – as
he lifted me into the right
seat, right next to the driver.
Wow, was I ever in hog heav-
en. I had dreamed many times
of just such a miracle.

Then Uncle set levers,
turned knobs adjusting this
and that. Finally he started
whipping that crank round
and round, the engine
coughed, sputtered and
stopped several times but
with constant adjustment of
levers and such, it finally
started purring. I use that
word loosely as I doubt this
creature of steel ever ran
smooth.

After what seemed like a
half-hour (remember, a kid’s
clock either runs at double
speed or is stopped) – more
likely, five minutes – Uncle
drove the miserable acting
and sounding jalopy out on
the gravel road (they were all
gravel in those days), turned
to the south and gave it the

gas.
Down the country road we

flew, seemed like 100 mph but
was maybe 25 or 30 mph, dust
and stones flying everywhere,
the dust choking our breath-
ing, but we were really mov-
ing.

Uncle Oscar pulled into one
of his hayfields going round
and round, then he cut some
great Figure-8s. Now back on
the road, we went around the
one-mile square for four miles
of real racing, I thought. Final-
ly, I crawled down and just
stood there pondering how
old or big do I have to be to
command one of these vehi-
cles that was as fast as light-
ning? That was my introduc-
tion to the auto business, too,
and my lifelong “need for
speed.”

Fast-forward to July 30 at
the Michigan International
Speedway in Brooklyn. Gerald
Scott, our news director, and I
were invited to be part of the
Visit Michigan office’s promo-
tion interviewing George Zim-
merman, their V.P. from Lans-
ing who has the 2012 Roush
Stage One Mustang being
used as part of a Pure Michi-
gan 400 promotion.

The state’s Travel Michigan
office runs the Pure Michigan
ad campaign that people are
familiar with.

Suffice to say it’s beautiful,
it’s fast and to say it’s an ex-
citing ride is way short of
what happens when you strap
yourself in and ignite this
Roush Mustang powerhouse.

Ask me, from a standing
start to 80 mph, it nails you to
the seat and defies you to try
and lean forward. This vehicle
will be given away on Aug. 19
at the Pure Michigan 400
NASCAR race at MIS. That ex-
plains the car’s “PURE 400” li-
cense plate as well. This is be-
ing done, all in the name of
promoting tourism in the

state.
While test-driving the hot

Mustang, I couldn’t help
noticing that we also planted
the need for speed in the son
of Mr. & Mrs. Rick Albin of
Greenville, Mich., who happen
to live near and drive by the
Shiloh School where I first at-
tended in 1936. This is great
country living, away from all
the hustle of big cities with
down-to-earth living that
brings you and Mother Nature
together.

The Albins’ 3-year-old son
Grady will never forget the
thrill of riding in this modern
hot rod as Travel Michigan’s
Michelle Begnoche took
young Grady for the ride of
his, so-far, young lifetime.

When the door opened and
he stepped out, Grady’s eyes
said it all – like I have just had
“the experience to talk about
the rest of my life” kind of
look.

To cap off the great after-
noon, we were introduced to
Roger Curtis, president of
Michigan International Speed-
way, who was on hand for the
Roush Mustang Stage One
ride-and-drive.

Is he too young to be at the

steering wheel of such an ex-
citing organization? Absolute-
ly not. As the conversation
started, you knew this ball of
fire is right on for the posi-
tion, responsibility, plans and
results he will achieve.

And Curtis is dead-center
with his inspirational
thoughts about racing’s fu-
ture. This writer, born on a
farm during the Depression,

has been up and down the
road of life and race tracks
with a pretty keen idea of
what it takes to make the ball
not just roll, but to bounce
forward to success.

Watch the smoke come off
this guy. He is visionary. A
Hezekiah of today. Michigan
International Speedway is on
a roll because of him. All hap-
pening now.
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Call Toll Free:

New
Saturday Hours:
Sales 10am-3pm &
Service 8am-2pm

HOURS: Mon/Thurs 8:30am-8pm
Tue/Wed/Fri 8:30am-6pm

800-710-3857
Visit Us at www.palacecj.com

YOUR OFFICIAL CHRYSLER • JEEP • DODGE LEASE TURN-IN HEADQUARTERS

3800 S. Lapeer Rd., LAKE ORION

YOUR OFFICIAL CHRYSLER JEEP • DODGE LEASE TURN-IN HEADQUARTERS

SCAN
ME

OPEN
SATURDAYS!

10am-3pm

CHECK YOUR
TRADE IN
VALUE HERE

ADDITIONAL $500 OFF FOR MEMBERS
OF THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF REALTORS.

On Select Models

2012 JEEP GRAND
CHEROKEE

LAREDO
4X4
MSRP

$25,795

2012 RAM 1500 CREW
CAB

EXPRESS

$98*mo.24 MO
LEASE

OFFICIAL
TRUCK
OF THE

RED WINGS

2012 DODGE
JOURNEY

SXT
MSRP

$24,290

2012 CHRYSLER 300 C
Hemi • V8 Fuel Saver • Dual Pane Moonroof

MSRP
43,810

SAVE
OVER
$8000
FROM
MSRP!

$299*mo.24 MO
LEASE

2012 CHRYSLER TOWN &
COUNTRY

TOURING
Leather and DVD

MSRP
$30,830

2012 CHRYSLER 200
LIMITED

Heated
Leather

Seats
MSRP

$25,340

2012 JEEP LIBERTY
LATITUDE

4X4

MSRP
$25,770

2011 DODGE ADVENGER
LUX

Heated Seats
3 Available

MSRP
$24,295

We make car buying fun at Milosch’s Palace. Please call to schedule an appointment for a demonstration drive. All rebates to
dealer. Deals apply to stock units only. Ram Crew Cab deals include your $1500 down, plus destination, taxes, title, employee
bonus cash, and employee discount, zero security deposit. All other deals include your $995 down,plus destination, taxes, title,
plates. Lease calculated at 10,000 miles per year. Vehicle shown not actual vehicle. WAC. See dealer for details. Triple down
is for Jeep Liberty only. $1500 down payment match on Ram Crew Cab, lease or retail. $1000 Down payment match on 200
Limited, 200S, and Avenger V6 Retail Deals. $500 down payment match on Patriot retail deals. Offer expires 7-31-2012.

HURRY, Programs End 7/31/12
JUST ANNOUNCED!

$500 EXTRA FOR RECENT
COLLEGE GRADUATES!

See dealer for details.

24 MO.
LEASE$173* $109*24 MO.

LEASE

Sale Price

$21,145*

DOUBLE
DOWN

0% FOR
60 mo.

Sale Price

$13,832*

0% FOR
72 mo.

MSRP
$36,365

72 MO.
BUY$249*

Sale Price

$17,995*

DOUBLE TRIPLE DOWN PAYMENT MATCH AT MILOSCH PALACE!**
*On select models.

24 MO.
LEASE$149*

Sale Price

$19,931*

24 MO.
LEASE$97*

Sale Price

$15,896*

24 MO.
LEASE$134*

Sale Price

$20,670*

DRAGWAY RETROSPECT
by Dewey Ketner

Columnist Dewey Ketner.

Musings from the Back Seat of a 1915
Saxton Runabout to Hot Roush ’Stang

The Macomb-Oakland Uni-
versity INCubator in Sterling
Hts. will host a training class
on Aug. 8 to help small tech-
nology entrepreneurs and
businesses prepare winning
proposals for Small Business
Research funding through the
Dept. of Defense.

The full-day training ses-
sion will be led by BBC Entre-
preneurial Training & Con-
sulting based in Ann Arbor.

The INCubator is located
on 18 Mile Road, near Mound,
in Sterling Heights.

DoD Will Fund
Supplier Class

DETROIT – The list of mo-
torsports stars set to usher in
this year’s inductees into the
Motorsports Hall of Fame of
America on Weds., Aug. 29, is
as accomplished as the Class
of 2012 itself with champion
driver Jimmie Johnson and
Hall of Famers Don “The
Snake” Prudhomme and Bob-
by Allison scheduled to be
among the presenters at the
black-tie event at the Fillmore
Theater in Detroit.

NASCAR driver Johnson
will present AMA Supercross
and Motocross legend Ricky
Johnson for induction in the
Motorcycle category.

Although unrelated, the
two Johnsons were competi-
tors and remain close friends
today from their youthful Cal-
ifornia off-road racing days
that launched both to star-
dom.

Prudhomme is scheduled
to present Ed Pink from the
Drag Racing category.

Jimmy Johnson
Inducts Johnson
To Hall of Fame


