
DETROIT – On June 30,
1953, the first of a new kind of
Chevrolet – indeed, a new kind
of American car – rolled off an
assembly line in Flint, Mich.
The car had only two seats.

There were no roll-up win-
dows, or exterior door han-
dles, for that matter. Its body
wasn’t stamped from steel
but, rather, molded from rein-
forced fiberglass.
While the postwar Baby

Boom was in full swing, this
was definitely not a family car.
This was a very personal vehi-
cle, one that promised a driver
and a passenger all of the
thrills of the open road.
Skeptics gave the car little

chance of lasting beyond an
initial run of a few dozen units.
However, 60 years later the
Chevrolet Corvette survives –
and thrives – as an American
automotive and cultural icon.
“Through the years,

Corvette certainly offered
state-of-the-art features, de-
signs, technologies and per-
formance,” said Tadge
Juechter, vehicle chief engi-

neer for Corvette.
“However, I think what has

made the Corvette such an en-
during concept is the exciting
experience of driving one.
“No matter what your sta-

tion in life, when you’re be-
hind the wheel of a Corvette,
you’re an Olympic athlete –
able to go faster, stop quicker,
and turn better than everyone
else,” Juechter continued.
“Very few cars can match

that experience. And no other
car has delivered that experi-
ence as well, or to more peo-
ple, than the Corvette.”
Barely five months before

Tony Kleiber, a Flint plant
body assembler, drove that
first Chevrolet Corvette off the
line and into automotive histo-
ry, the icon in the making was
little more than a designer’s
dream.
Corvette was first created

under the code-name XP-122
to provide Americans with a
glimpse of a European-style
sports car designed for this
side of the Atlantic. It was one
of several concept cars un-

veiled in January, 1953, at the
GM Motorama show in the
ballroom of the Waldorf Asto-
ria Hotel in New York City.
With a world war not far be-

hind them, people wanting a
glimpse of the automotive fu-
ture lined up around the block
to view the new concept vehi-
cles.
At the Waldorf Astoria – and

at every other Motorama stop
across the country – Chevro-
let’s sporty little roadster ig-
nited many Americans’ imagi-
nations.
In fact, the Corvette was so

popular that Chevrolet execu-
tives decided to thrust the
two-seat roadster into produc-
tion, albeit on a very limited
basis.
Initial plans called for about

150 Corvettes, primarily to
help draw potential cus-
tomers into Chevrolet dealer-
ships scattered across the
U.S.’s then-48 states. Over-
whelming demand doubled
the first-year production to
300 units. The following year,
the Corvette moved to a GM
assembly facility in St. Louis,
Mo., where 3,640 Corvettes
were built for the 1954 model
year.
Those first Corvettes

sparked Americans’ 60-year
love affair with the Corvette.
Since 1953, more than 1.5

million Corvettes have been
built. Those cars have become
synonymous with American
performance – from cruising
down Americana on Route 66
to taking the checkered flag at
the world’s most prestigious
road race, the 24 Hours of Le
Mans.

the hood and rear quarter
panels, along with an “Oscar
Mike” (military jargon for “on
the move”) fender badge.
Jeep will donate $250 from

each Wrangler Freedom Edi-
tion it sells to charities that
benefit U.S. military members.
Specifically, funds will be

split between the Fisher
House Foundation and the I
Support Foundation.
Fisher House Foundation

provides a “home away from
home” for military families to
be close to a loved one during
hospitalization for an illness,
disease or injury.
The I Support Foundation

provides resources to troops
returning home – such as jobs
and various healthcare needs
– and issues grants to 40 char-
ities that provide valuable
services to U.S. veterans.
“The Jeep brand has a long,

renowned history that began
with its significant presence
and success within the U.S.
military,” said Mike Manley,

president and CEO – Jeep
Brand, Chrysler Group LLC.
“Jeep – and particularly the

Wrangler – is the icon for ca-
pability and durability, and is
a true symbol of American
freedom.
“The new Jeep Wrangler

Freedom Edition is created in
honor of Jeep’s one-of-a-kind
history, and as a tribute to all
of the brave men and women
who have (served) and con-
tinue to serve in the U.S. mili-
tary.
“It is with both pride in our

history and gratitude to all
those who have served that
we have chosen to donate
$250 from each Jeep Wrangler
Freedom Edition to be divided
between these important
charitable organizations that
benefit current and returning
military members.”
Chrysler Group LLC also of-

fers a $500 cash allowance to
military members that may be
applied toward the retail pur-
chase or lease of an eligible
Chrysler, Jeep, Dodge, Ram
Truck or FIAT vehicle.
Eligible consumers include

active military, active military
reserve, retired military (hon-

orable discharge and 20 years
of service required), and re-
tired military reserve (honor-
able discharge and 20 years of
service required).
The new 2012 Wrangler

Freedom edition is now avail-
able in Jeep showrooms.
The new limited-edition

2012 Jeep Wrangler Freedom
model is based on the best-
selling Sport model, and is
available as a two-door Wran-
gler or four-door Wrangler Un-
limited model. It is offered in
three colors only: Deep Cher-
ry Red, Bright White, and new
True Blue that for 2012 is ex-
clusive to the Wrangler Free-
dom edition model.
Jeep Wrangler Freedom edi-

tion exterior features include
unique Mineral Gray-painted
17-inch alloy wheels bor-
rowed from the Wrangler Ru-
bicon, Mineral Gray-painted
grille and front and rear
bumper inserts, body-color
wheel arches and side steps,
prominent “Oscar Mike” star-
in-circle fender badges and
decals on the hood and rear
quarter panels, black side-
steps with matching black tail
lamp guards and a Mopar fuel

fill door, and a Sunrider soft
top with deep-tint rear win-
dows.
Interior treatments on the

new 2012 Jeep Wrangler Free-
dom edition include black
seats with rugged tectonic
fabric, an “Oscar Mike” logo
embroidered on the seat
backs in silver stitching,
French Silver accent stitching
on the steering wheel, doors,
seats and front arm rest, and
“Quick Silver” accents on the
front passenger grab handle,
door pulls and dash vent
rings.
Finishing touches include

Satin Chrome spokes on the
leather-wrapped steering
wheel and Mopar Slush Mats.
Other standard features in-

clude power windows and
locks, remote keyless entry, a
leather-wrapped steering
wheel with audio controls,
and UConnect voice com-
mand and connectivity group.
The 2012 Jeep Wrangler

Freedom edition will be avail-
able at a Manufacturer’s Sug-
gested Retail price of $28,165
for Wrangler two-door models
and $30,670 for Wrangler Un-
limited four-door models.

PAGE 4 JULY 9, 2012DETROIT AUTO SCENE

VOL 80 NO. 25

Springer Publishing Co., Inc. © 2012

AD DEADLINE: Thursday 5:00 p.m. for the next edition
Ads@DetroitAutoScene.com 586-939-5850 Fax

New Center News, Oakland Tech News, and Tech Center News are trademarks
of Springer Publishing Co., Inc. Detroit Auto Scene is a registered trademark.

William Springer, Publisher

Lisa A. Torretta, Operations

31201 Chicago Road South #A-101
Warren, Michigan 48093

586-939-6800 Auburn Hills 248-852-6800

News@DetroitAutoScene.com

Gerald Scott, News Director

– Business Weeklies Since 1933 –

®Detroit AutoScene®

Call Toll Free:

New
Saturday Hours:
Sales 10am-3pm &
Service 8am-2pm

HOURS: Mon/Thurs 8:30am-8pm
Tue/Wed/Fri 8:30am-6pm

800-710-3857
Visit Us at www.palacecj.com

YOUR OFFICIAL CHRYSLER • JEEP • DODGE LEASE TURN-IN HEADQUARTERS

3800 S. Lapeer Rd., LAKE ORION

YOUR OFFICIAL CHRYSLER JEEP • DODGE LEASE TURN-IN HEADQUARTERS

SCAN
ME

OPEN
SATURDAYS!

10am-3pm

CHECK YOUR
TRADE IN
VALUE HERE

ADDITIONAL $500 OFF FOR MEMBERS
OF THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF REALTORS.

On Select Models

DOUBLE DOWN PAYMENT MATCH AT MILOSCH PALACE!
Your $1500 + $1500 Milosch Match = $3000 down**

2012 JEEP GRAND
CHEROKEE

LAREDO
4X4
MSRP

$31,920

$239*mo.39 MO
LEASE

2012 RAM 1500 CREW
CAB

EXPRESS

$128*mo.24 MO
LEASE

OFFICIAL
TRUCK
OF THE

RED WINGS

2012 DODGE
JOURNEY

SXT
MSRP

$24,290

2012 CHRYSLER 300 C
Hemi • V8 Fuel Saver • Dual Pane Moonroof

MSRP
43,810

SAVE
OVER
$8000
FROM
MSRP!

$299*mo.24 MO
LEASE

2012 CHRYSLER TOWN &
COUNTRY

TOURING
Leather and DVD

MSRP
$30,830

2012 CHRYSLER 200
LIMITED

Heated
Leather

Seats
MSRP

$25,535

2012 JEEP LIBERTY
LATITUDE

4X4
Chrome Wheels

Leather
MSRP

$27,790

$179*mo.24 MO
LEASE

2011 DODGE ADVENGER
LUX

Heated Seats
3 Available

MSRP
$24,295

We make car buying fun at Milosch’s Palace. Please call to schedule an appointment for a demonstration drive. All re-
bates to dealer. Deals apply to stock units only. Ram Crew Cab deals include your $1500 down, plus destination, taxes,
title, employee bonus cash, and employee discount, zero security deposit. All other deals include your $995 down, plus
destination, taxes, title, plates. Lease calculated at 10,000 miles per year. Vehicle shown not actual vehicle. WAC. See
dealer for details. $1500 down payment match on Ram Crew Cab, lease or retail. $1000 Down payment match on 200
Limited, 200S, and Avenger V6 Retail Deals. $500 down payment match on Patriot retail deals. Offer expires 7-14-2012.

JUST ANNOUNCED!
$500 EXTRA FOR RECENT
COLLEGE GRADUATES!

See dealer for details.

39 MO.
LEASE$219* $116*24 MO.

LEASE

Sale Price

$21,995

DOUBLE
DOWN

0% FOR
60 mo.

Sale Price

$17,534

0% FOR
72 mo.

72 MO.
BUY$238*

Sale Price

$16,995

24 MO.
LEASE$149*

24 MO ONE PAY

$4,395

MSRP
$36,365

72 MO.
BUY$249*

Sale Price

$17,995

DOUBLE
DOWN

BRICK & BLOCK
New or Repair
• Chimneys
• Porches
• Windows- cut in or fill in

• Tuckpointing
• Basements
• Crawl spaces
• Custom Fireplace

586-651-2419

N.H. Shrub & Tree
TRIMMING SERVICE

NEW BALTIMORE, MICHIGAN

NICK HAWES - Owner 586.601.4169

TAYLOR
MADE
FENCE

SINCE 1954
Reasonable rates.
Free estimates.
Professional

Installation & repairs.
Insurance work.

Gates made to order.
Insured.

NO JOB’S TOO SMALL
586-446-4695

1-800-291-0464

Freedom Edition a ‘Tip of the Hat’ to U.S. Military
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

1953 Chevrolet Corvette Motorama Show Car gave GM an indication the vehicle would be a big hit.

GM’s XP-122 Still Thrives as a ’Vette

The city of Troy’s annual
classic car show, “Troy Traffic
Jam: Chrome, Muscle and Mu-
sic,” will roar into the Colum-
bia Center (201 W. Big Beaver
Road) for its 5th year on Sun-
day, Aug. 5, from 10 a.m.-3
p.m.
Proceeds from the Troy

Traffic Jam benefit the Troy

Historical Society and Troy
Historic Village, which pre-
serve and interpret the her-
itage of Troy.
Applications from interest-

ed car owners are being ac-
cepted now. Cars will be
judged in over 15 categories
as well as Best of Show. E-mail
cindy.stewart@troymi.gov.

Troy Car Show Is Aug. 5


