
by Gerald Scott
News Dept.

Despite the big kerfuffle in-
volving warping pavement
during the 2012 Chevrolet De-
troit Belle Isle Grand Prix, or-
ganizer Roger Penske is hap-
py with the overall turn of
events.
The Belle Isle Grand Prix re-

turned for the first time since
2008 and, given the chal-
lenges in putting the track
and staging and sponsor sup-
port altogether at once,
Penske was nonetheless very
happy with what he saw over-
all.
“I was thrilled for the week-

end, when you look at the
number of people who trav-
eled to Belle Isle and the Isle
was a jewel as part of Detroit,
to me, to see the support of
resources we had from the
city, state and (Detroit city)
council and all those volun-
teers who worked on the
island for weeks to get it
ready, to me we had great rac-
ing,” Penske said.
“I’m sorry we had to have a

delay (due to warping track)
but that happens, there’s a
rain delay sometimes in base-
ball, we had a little track de-

lay in Detroit – we had some
lessons to learn there,”
Penske said.
Indeed, it has been more

than four years since there
was any professional racing
on Belle Isle and the track
showed its wear-and-tear
shape with pieces of tar and
pavement buckling, causing a
race delay.
But still, racing experts

have said that the back-to-
back, generally exciting races

first at the Indy 500 – won by
Dario Franchitti – followed by
the uneven race in Detroit
won by Scott Dixon that drew
more than 100,000 fans to the
Isle throughout the three-day
weekend, all bodes well for
the future of IndyCar racing as
a series that always seems to
be in the rearview mirror of
NASCAR.
Penske made his comments

at Detroit city hall following
an earlier press conference

that discussed progress being
made between city, state and
feds on the proposed M-1 rail
line on Woodward, for which
Penske’s organization is play-
ing a major part there.
Penske killed the proverbial

two birds with one stone by
participating in separate
briefings on progress being
made on M-1 rail on Wood-
ward, followed by his take on
the 2012 Chevrolet Detroit
Belle Isle Grand Prix.
Overall, the racing impresa-

rio liked what he saw on Belle
Isle in spite of the many chal-
lenges that are now familiar.
“To me, the people (fans)

were happy and that’s the de-
liverable I wanted – we show-
cased our city in a very posi-
tive way.
“We brought the young peo-

ple down from DPS (Detroit
Public Schools) on Friday so
they could see about cars,
technical, dynamic things,”
Penske said of the student vis-
itors to the track and pad-
docks.
“The corporate community

stepped up – certainly Gener-
al Motors and Chevrolet really
showcased this.
“Our bus transportation

worked out well, we had park-
ing downtown, we had over
140 buses (shuttling fans and
media on and off the isle) and
that worked out very efficient-
ly.
“I want to thank Bud Denker

and the whole team (which)
did a really great job.”

DETROIT – Chevrolet is en-
tering into a five-year part-
nership agreement with Bar-
clays Premier League giant
Manchester United to be-
come the club’s Official Auto-
motive Partner.
In today’s announcement,

Chevrolet is pledging that
fans will be at the heart of its
sponsorship with a constant
focus on bringing the club
supporters and football fans
around the world closer to
the game than ever before.
Details about the global

partnership will be an-
nounced at a celebration
event at the Shanghai Science
& Technology Museum that
will include representatives
from Chevrolet, Manchester
United and other special
guests. The event will begin
at 8 p.m. China Standard
Time (8 a.m. EDT, 1 p.m. BST).
“Manchester United has

some of the most passionate
supporters of any sporting
club in the world,” said Gen-
eral Motors Global Chief Mar-
keting Officer Joel Ewanick.
“The Chevrolet family is

proud to partner with Man-
chester United and is fully
committed to putting these
fans at the center of every-
thing we do.”
Said David Gill, Manchester

United CEO: “Although part
of two very different indus-
tries, Chevrolet and Manches-
ter United share many of the
same values.
“Like the Club, it is steeped

in history, having recently
celebrated its centenary, and
it has also grown to be a glob-
al brand, selling cars in more
than 140 countries. Above all,
it too strives to be the best in

its field and I am delighted to
welcome Chevrolet as our Of-
ficial Automotive Partner.”
Richard Arnold, Manches-

ter United commercial direc-
tor, said: “With 659 million
United fans and followers
around the world, the com-
mitment that Chevrolet is
making to football and its
plans to bring these fans clos-
er to our club is very exciting
for us.
“This is also the first time

we have teamed up with a
U.S. automotive partner and
with the growing popularity
of the Club and English foot-
ball in America, we are hop-
ing the relationship will allow
us to further expand our fan
base in the country.”
Manchester United is the

world’s most popular football

club, with an estimated 659
million fans and followers
and was recently named by
Forbes magazine as the most
valuable sports club in the
world. Founded in 1878, the
Club has won a record 19
English league champi-
onships to add to its record
11 English FA Cups, 3 Euro-
pean Cups, 1 European Cup
Winners’ Cup, 1 FIFA Club
World Cup, 1 Intercontinental
Cup and 4 English League
Cups. Its Manager, Sir Alex
Ferguson, is the most suc-
cessful manager in British
history.
Off the field, the Club en-

joys similar success with
record turnover for a British
club and the highest operat-
ing profit levels in world foot-
ball, which is called soccer.

Global Brand Signs Manchester United
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4511 24TH AVE.
FORT GRATIOT

MINUTES FROM EVERYWHERE!

35500 GRATIOT
CLINTON TWP.

Picture may not represent actual sale vehicle. All rebates/incentives including competitive lease (non-GM) in household, have been deducted from Sale Price/Payment and are subject to change
by the manufacturer without notice.GM Employee discount is required all vehicles except Cruze, Equinox and 2013 Malibu All Prices/Payments are plus tax, title and plates. All leases 10,000
miles per year. 2012 Malibu, Cruze, Equinox and Traverse require +800 credit score, others slightly higher. First payment, title, tax and plate fees are due at lease signing. No Security
Deposit is required. Must have 1999 or newer Saturn in household to get $1000 loyalty allowance. $1500 over KBB is based on “Trade-In” Value” minus reconditioning costs. Certain restrictions
may apply, see dealer for additional details. Sale ends 6/8/2012 @ 6:00PM.
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Your Sales & Service Leaders
888-58-MORAN

WeTreat You
Like Family®

Current Saturn Owners Get An Additional $1000 in Bonus Cash
ViewAllofOurNewandCertifiedUsedVehicles24/7@moranchevy.com

2012EQUINOX “LS”

Stk.#8097
Consumer Digest “Best Buy”!

MSRP $24,355
NO Security Deposit Required!

Where You Always Get…
We’ll Give You $1500 OVER Kelley Blue Book for Your Trade!

The Best Price…

PERIOD!

Starting At!

$21,898
Over 80 Available
at Similar Savings

24 Month Lease!

$179
With Only $999 Down!

2012CRUZE “LS”

Stk.#7406 5-Star Safety Rating!
MSRP $18,590

NO Security Deposit Required!
Starting At!

$16,499
Over 200 Available
at Similar Savings

24 Month Lease!

$87
With Only $1199 Down!

2012MALIBU “LS”

Stk.#7488

America’s #1MalibuDealer!
MSRP $22,870

NO Security Deposit Required!
Starting At!

$15,782
Over 400 Available
at Similar Savings

24 Month Lease!

$87
With Only $1099 Down!

Stk.#5915

GMBedliner Included!
MSRP $35,990

NO Security Deposit Required!
Starting At!

$26,499
Over 60 Available
at Similar Savings

24 Month Lease!

$179
With Only $1279 Down!
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2012SILVERADO
Ext Cab

4X4

All Star
Edition!

#42333 #21552#44296
475 SUMMIT DRIVE • 248-292-2502 • 5825 HIGHLAND RD. (M59) • WATERFORD

CALL
BRUCE LITVIN
– 24/7 & 365 –

36 YEARS OF
CUSTOMER SERVICE

LLeett tthhee MMaaddnneessss BBeeggiinn!!
Call for Details

Selling New Chevys, Buicks and GMCs at the ABSOLUTE LOWEST PRICE POSSIBLE!

2012 TRAVERSE
FWD LS

MSRP $30,335
Preferred Price

$29,345

$175
All payments are Plus Tax, Title, plate and documentation fee. 

Must also have a 800+ credit score. Must have GM discount and
1999 or newer Saturn in Household. No security depost required.

24 MONTH
10K/Per Yr.
lease for

CELL # 1-586-405-5175
blitvin@lunghamer.com

1-888-665-5438

$175 Due at signing

Come See 
The Great
Deals At
Lunghamer

Starting Now 
till July 2nd

Manchester United superstar Ryan Giggs, the most decorated
player in English football history and holder of the club record
for competitive appearances, makes an appearance in Shanghai,
China, with a Chevrolet Malibu. Chevrolet is entering into a five-
year partnership agreement with Barclays Premier League giant
Manchester United to become the club’s Official Automotive
Partner. It’s notable for a U.S. marque to support English soccer.

In Spite of Glitches, Penske Pleased with Grand Prix

Roger Penske discusses what happened at the Detroit Grand Prix on Belle Isle in a briefing at De-
troit city hall last week. In spite of the pavement issues, Penske praised his race management team.

CHARMAINE NORONHA
Associated Press

TORONTO (AP) – The Cana-
dian Auto Workers union said
last week that General Motors
of Canada plans to close its
consolidated plant in Osha-
wa, Ontario, by June 2013,
leaving what could be as many
as 2,000 workers out of a job.
The consolidated plant,

which produces the Chevrolet
Impala and the Equinox, was
originally scheduled to close
in 2008, but market demand
for the vehicles enabled it to
remain in business.
However, beginning in the

fourth quarter of this year, the
third shift at the plant will be
removed and the second shift
will be removed in the first
quarter of next year, General
Motors of Canada said.
Chris Buckley, a local union

president, said along with the
possible direct loss of up to
2,000 jobs with the plant clo-
sure, an additional 18,000
spinoff jobs will also be lost.
The union called the clo-

sure disgusting and short-
sighted.
“General Motors should in-

stead be focusing on utilizing
its Canadian facilities as it
seeks to further rebuild the
company,” said union presi-
dent Ken Lewenza.
“The decision to close this

very productive line and put
2,000 more workers out of a
job is ill-thought-out and
could damage the company in
the long run,” he said.
The union said Chevrolet

Impala production will shift to
a neighboring flex plant that
also produces the Chevrolet
Camaro, Buick Regal and
Cadillac XTS cars, which
means some workers whose
jobs will disappear in the
plant that’s closing could be
hired at the flex plant if it adds
a third shift, but GM has not
confirmed that a third shift
will be added.
The Impala will also be built

at GM’s Detroit-Hamtramck as-
sembly plant in Michigan.
The Equinox will be built at

the company’s former Saturn
plant in Spring Hill, Tenn. That

assembly plant, originally the
home of GM’s now-defunct
Saturn brand, shut down in
2009, though an engine plant
on the site remained in opera-
tion.
GM agreed to reopen the

Spring Hill plant under a new
GM-United Auto Workers pact
that brings only a minimal in-
crease in fixed costs for the
automaker.
There is some speculation

that the automaker’s Canadi-
an counterpart is announcing
this impending plant closure
in part because of upcoming
negotiations with the Canadi-
an auto union and an effort to
get the union to bend as far as
the UAW.
GM has been scaling back

its overall operations in Cana-
da as part of a North Ameri-
can restructuring begun two
years ago under bankruptcy
court protection.
That streamlining led to the

loss of tens of thousands of
jobs at the company’s Canadi-
an and U.S. operations and the
shutdown of several plants.
In Canada, GM has already

closed a truck plant in Os-
hawa and a transmission fac-
tory in Windsor, Ontario.
Buckley said the union has

done everything GM has
asked it to do with the inten-
tion of having jobs in the fu-
ture.
“There’s been nothing but

downsizing over the last few
years, nothing but devasta-
tion. GM workers don’t ask for
a lot, they ask that they can go
to work every day and make a
living,” said Buckley during a
press conference.
Buckley said the federal and

Ontario governments should
get involved because they re-
main major shareholders to
the tune of CA$8 billion
(US$7.7 billion) as a result of
government bailouts of the
auto industry.
GM Canada currently em-

ploys more than 10,000 people
across the country. In its hey-
day, the automaker had more
than twice that number of em-
ployees in major operations in
Oshawa, Windsor, and St.
Catharines, Ontario.

GM Plans Closing of Its
Oshawa Plant, CAW Says


