
is enjoying almost 33 percent
growth.
Faurecia’s North American

operations account for 25 per-
cent of the parent’s sales, due
to the rapid expansion of the
past three years.
In North America, Faurecia

has 35 production sites, 5
technical centers and one cus-
tomer center.
Faurecia’s Michigan foot-

print is as follows:
• Auburn Hills (two techni-

cal centers including NA HQ);
• Fraser (two manufactur-

ing facilities);
• Sterling Heights (two

manufacturing facilities);
• Lansing (one manufactur-

ing facility);

• Holland (one technical
center);
• Taylor (one manufactur-

ing center);
• Troy (one technical cen-

ter).
Faurecia’s North American

growth is reflected in robust
growth of contracts with Big
Three manufacturers.
For the Ford Fiesta, Faure-

cia in North America supplies
the full line exhaust, instru-
ment panel, door panels and
the center console.
For the Cadillac CTS, Faure-

cia in North America supplies
the hot and cold end in the ex-
haust system, the seat frames
/ tracks / recliners, and the
door panels.
For the Chevy Volt, Faurecia

supplies the seat tracks and
other mechanisms.
Also, when Chrysler needed

a refresh on the interior of
Chrysler 200 passenger car,
the automaker’s engineers
worked with Faurecia’s at the
Executive Hills Drive complex
on a 14-month crash program
to develop the smart and pro-

fessional looking new interior
seen on showroom floors to-
day.
“We build where are cus-

tomers are, which makes
sense and that’s what we’ve
done – we’re in every carmak-
er other than Honda right
now,” Heneka said.
“We’re expanding all

around. We’re the 9th largest
in North America and we’re
working our way to be 5th
largest. We have 75,000 em-
ployees globally.”
“In the U.S. we have 15,000

employees and a little over
2,000 in Michigan alone.
“It’s kind of our roots --

there’s an engineering base
here, the universities are here,
Nissan, Hyundai and Toyota
all have technical centers here
in addition to Chrysler, Ford
and General Motors. So this is
probably the place to be for
us, that’s what we think.”
Faurecia came out of the

2008-2009 downturn fairly
well, as global suppliers go.
“Based on the downturn

here, we were fortunate that

in North America, we weren’t
sitting on any open capacity, a
lot of the historic suppliers
maybe added too much ca-
pacity. . . .they were running at
less than capacity, which
makes it difficult to maintain
your margins. We didn’t have
that situation, so it didn’t hurt
us that much,” he said.
“Europe struggles a little

more, even today – the
growth in Europe will proba-
bly be flat this year. We think
it will be double-digit growth
in North America.
“We were up 33 percent

over last year in our first quar-
ter, so we’re doing very well
right here.
“And car sales are doing

well, we can’t take credit for
the cars selling better, but the
economy, from our perspec-
tive, is fairly good.
“We laid some people off

during the down times but
then we brought them back.
We hired between 650 and 700
people last year in Michigan
alone, we’re still in a growth
phase: so far, so good.”
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Call Toll Free:

New
Saturday Hours:
Sales 10am-3pm &
Service 8am-2pm

HOURS: Mon/Thurs 8:30am-8pm
Tue/Wed/Fri 8:30am-6pm

800-710-3857
Visit Us at www.palacecj.com

YOUR OFFICIAL CHRYSLER • JEEP • DODGE LEASE TURN-IN HEADQUARTERS

3800 S. Lapeer Rd., LAKE ORION

*All payments include your $999 down, includes all rebates, employee bonus cash, acq. fee included and must
qualify for Chrysler employee advantage discount. Plus tax, title, plate, security deposit and destination. Leases
are 24 or 36 mo. leases, 10k miles per year. WAC. Security deposit waived with S Tier credit. In stock units only.
See dealer for complete details. Offer expires 4/30/2012.

YOUR OFFICIAL CHRYSLER JEEP • DODGE LEASE TURN-IN HEADQUARTERS

SCAN
ME

OPEN
SATURDAYS!

10am-3pm

CHECK YOUR
TRADE IN
VALUE HERE

ADDITIONAL $500 OFF FOR MEMBERS
OF THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF REALTORS.

On Select Models

JUST ANNOUNCED!
$500 EXTRA

FOR RECENT
COLLEGE GRADUATES!

See dealer for details.

2012 JEEP GRAND
CHEROKEE

LAREDO
4X4
MSRP

$31,920

$189*mo.
36 MO
LEASE

2012 RAM 1500 CREW
CAB

EXPRESS

$108*mo.
24 MO
LEASE

OFFICIAL
TRUCK
OF THE

RED WINGS

2012 DODGE JOURNEY
SXT
MSRP

$25,395

$99*mo.
24 MO
LEASE

2012 CHRYSLER 300
LIMITED

MSRP
$27,290

$169*mo.
36 MO
LEASE

2012 CHRYSLER TOWN &
COUNTRY

MSRP
$29,435

$119*mo.
24 MO
LEASE

2012 CHRYSLER 200
LIMITED

MSRP
$25,340

$135*mo.
24 MO
LEASE

2012 JEEP LIBERTY
SPORT
4X4
MSRP

$25,770

$109*mo.
24 MO
LEASE

2012 DODGE CHARGER
SE

MSRP
$27,515

$127*mo.
24 MO
LEASE

The Changing Weather…
Means Changing Footwear

• Waterproof
& Insulated

• Work & Sport

• Professional
Fitting

• Wide Widths
In Stock

SSTTEERRLLIINNGG HHEEIIGGHHTTSS
3333228899 MMoouunndd RRdd..

(N. of 14 Mile Rd.)

586-264-4500

SSHHEELLBBYY TTWWPP..
1133998899 HHaallll RRdd..

(NE. corner of Schoenherr)

586-566-9600

RREEDD WWIINNGG
SSHHOOEE SSTTOORREE

M-F 10-8; Sat. 10-5; Sun. 12-4

GRAND OPENING SPECIALS!
6 FREE Foils w/haircut purchase

FREE Lip Buff w/eyebrow wax purchase
or $5.00 OFF any service.

58912 van dyke & 27 mile road • washington twp., mi 48094

586.697.5361

V
salonsalon

Faurecia North America Revels In 33 Pct. Growth
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

AUBURN HILLS – The City of
Auburn Hills took delivery last
week of four Plug-In Hybrid
Electric Vehicle (PHEV)
Chrysler Town & Country mini-
vans from Chrysler Group LLC
as part of a two-year demon-
stration project that is a part-
nership between Chrysler
Group and the U.S. Depart-
ment of Energy.
Chrysler is investing $15.8

million into the project and the
U.S. Department of Energy is
contributing $10 million.
Only 25 test vehicles will be
created, according to Abdullah
A. Bazzi, senior manager of
Electrified Power Train Pro-
grams for Chrysler Group.
“This Town & Country

minivan is the only minivan
to boast a plug-in hybrid
powertrain in combination
with flex fuel capability,” says
Bazzi.
“We’re pleased to have four

of these 25 vehicles being test-
ed right here in Chrysler’s
backyard where they can get
real-world use and be evaluat-
ed promptly.”
Auburn Hills will use the

Chrysler-owned vehicles for
testing purposes to evaluate
everyday city and highway
driving.
Staff selected to evaluate

the vehicles will regularly re-
port all driving and charging
experiences back to Chrysler.
City Manager Pete Auger

said, “Chrysler has been an
outstanding corporate citizen

of Auburn Hills and we are
privileged to be participating
in the evaluation of these ve-
hicles.”
As part of the program, each

vehicle will receive one Level
II EVSE charging station, which
will be installed at the Civic
Center Campus on North Squir-
rel and the Auburn Hills De-
partment of Public Services
Building on Brown Road. In-
stallation costs for the charg-
ing stations will be borne by
the city and will remain at the
city following project comple-
tion.
The agreement between

Chrysler Group and the city an-
ticipates approximately 16,800
miles will be driven on each
demonstration vehicle.
Routine maintenance such

as oil changes will be the re-
sponsibility of the city.
Chrysler will be responsible for
any repairs that may be re-
quired as part of the testing
process.
Auger noted that employ-

ees assigned the vehicles
have been recognized for
their outstanding work ef-
forts.
“When you see these spe-

cially marked Chrysler mini-
vans on the road, you can be
assured that they are being
driven by City of Auburn Hills
employees who have demon-
strated outstanding commit-
ment to their jobs, the resi-
dents and the entire Auburn
Hills community,” he said.

In July 2011, Auburn Hills be-
came the first municipality in
Michigan to adopt an electric
vehicle infrastructure ordi-
nance to facilitate the instal-
lation of electric vehicle charg-
ing stations.
The ordinance sets the

stage for the city to become a
leader in incorporating elec-
tric vehicles into its commu-
nity and economic develop-
ment plans.
In October 2011, Chrysler

Group LLC delivered four
PHEV Ram 1500 pickup trucks
to the City of Auburn Hills as
part of a national, three-year
demonstration program for
evaluation and testing of the
trucks by the city’s Communi-
ty Development, Police and
Public Services Departments.

City Employees Test Drive, Evaluate
Chrysler PHEV Minivans in Auburn Hills

By COLLEEN BARRY
AP Business Writer

MILAN (AP) – A transport
strike in Italy has forced au-
tomaker Fiat SpA to cut pro-
duction, prompting the au-
tomaker to warn last week
that it may have to close
some plants temporarily.
The nearly month-old

strike by heavy-transport
drivers against government
austerity measures has
forced the carmaker to pro-
duce 20,000 fewer cars, creat-
ing “a strong impact on
billing and auto registration
in Italy and abroad,” Fiat said
in a statement.
“It will be very difficult to

make that up in the course of
the year,” the Fiat statement
said.
Heavy-transport drivers,

including those who move
the multi-deckered trailers
that transport cars, have
been striking against govern-
ment measures that have in-
creased the price of fuel. As a
result, freshly produced cars
are backing up at factories
where they are produced.
Fiat forecast a 10 percent

impact on market share for
March if drivers don’t resume
work in the coming days.
The strike and production

cuts come at a moment when
European automakers are
struggling to make money
against shrinking demand and
region-wide overcapacity.
Among the plants Fiat said

is at risk for temporary clo-
sure is Pomigliano, where Fiat
recently started production
of the top-selling new Panda
after signing a hard-won con-
tract with unions for more
flexible labor rules.
Fiat chief executive Sergio

Marchionne moved produc-
tion of the Panda from Poland
to Italy as part of a plan to
boost production in Italy.
Marchionne has complained
about plant overcapacity in
Europe stalling efficiency.

Fiat Troubles
Loom in Italy
As Transport
Strike Extends

The 37th annual FOCUS
(Future of Coatings Under
Study) seminar will be held
Thursday, May 3 at the MSU
Education Center in Troy.
This conference is spon-

sored by the Detroit Society
of Coatings Technology.
The subject matter for the

event is “Back to Basics – Into
the Future.
It will highlight past, pres-

ent and future technologies
for the painting of automotive
bodies and components.
The event is geared to

everybody involved in auto
coatings, from a seasoned
coatings chemist to a new
paint engineer.
For more details on the

May 3 FOCUS event, contact
Jim Jakubowski at
jim.jakubowski@bayer.com.

Coatings Seminar May 3


