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Dodge introduced its latest
Rally Car – and its driver –
and it’s difficult to say which
is going to generate more
horsepower and enthusiasm.

That’s because Dodge and
SRT Motorsports (Street and
Racing Technology) last
week debuted an all-new
2013 Dodge Dart Rally Car
and it will be piloted by four-
time Rally America Champi-
on and 17-time X Games Gold
Medalist Travis Pastrana in
the upcoming 2012 Global
RallyCross Championship
(GRC) Series.

“At Dodge, racing is an in-
tegral part of our heritage
and embodies our competi-
tive spirit, so we’re very ex-
cited to announce the next
chapter in racing for Dodge
with our all-new Dodge
Dart,” said Reid Bigland,
president and CEO of Dodge
Brand.

“The new Dart Global Ral-
lyCross Championship car
with 600 horsepower and
driver Travis Pastrana takes
our passion for performance
to new heights.”

Last week, the Motor City
got its first up-close look at
hot driver Pastrana and in
person he comes across as a
marketer’s dream.

The GRC Series, with first
race in Charlotte May 26, ap-
peals greatly to the 18-to-34-
year-old age group and
there’s Pastrana, just 28, and
looking like, if he wasn’t a
car driver, maybe he should
be lead guitarist in a Seattle
grunge band.

Right guy for right part, in
other words – and right en-
thusiasm for this job, too, ap-
parently.

“When I first heard about
GRC, I was really interested,
and after watching some of
the rounds last year and then
actually competing in the X
Games, I was hooked!” he
said.

“Now to be able to partner
with Dodge to field my own
program this year is a dream
come true. The new Dodge

Dart offers the perfect plat-
form for rally cross, and I
look forward to putting it on
the podium all season long.”

Indeed, Pastrana will be
competing in a rally-race ver-
sion of the Dart, a vehicle so
unique that Dodge had it
built in Sweden and shipped
to the U.S. for trials just last
week.

The street Dart debuted to
positive reviews at the De-

troit auto show back in Janu-
ary and otherwise it’s sched-
uled to begin production at
Chrysler’s Belvidere, Ill., fac-
tory later this year.

Meanwhile, Ralph Gilles,
president and CEO – Street
and Racing Technology
Brand and Motorsports,
Chrysler Group, attended the
briefing with Pastrana at the
Hard Rock Cafe in Detroit
last week and he likes what

he sees in both the driver
and the vehicle at hand.

“Travis is a living example
of what action sports activi-
ties are all about, so he fits in
perfectly with the youthful-
ness and passion for per-
formance of the Dodge Brand
and the SRT Motorsports
team,” Gilles said.

“He’s proven that he can
handle just about anything
with wheels, so it’s going to
be great to watch him pilot
our new Dodge Dart in Glob-
al RallyCross.”

Indeed, the Dart rally car is
custom-built specifically for

the newer motorsport of
Global RallyCross racing, but
share a few traits with the
production Dodge Dart.

Gilles said both vehicles
have exceptional aerodynam-
ics, are agile and fun to drive
and will add a little excite-
ment to their segments.

Powered by a 2.0L, 4-cylin-
der, 16-valve turbocharged
600 h.p. engine mated to a
Sedav, 4-wheel-drive gearbox
that puts out more than 550
lb. ft. of torque such as the
vehicle is raring to go.

Note that the production
version of the Dodge Dart

features three state-of-the-art
powertrains that produce up
to 184 h.p. and an equal 184
lb. ft. of torque and what is
described as a sporty, fun-to-
drive road handling experi-
ence.

The Dart figures to put
Dodge back on the compact-
car segment map, even
though its interior space is
actually larger than some
mid-size cars.

Now, add the Rally version
of the car and an equally en-
thusiastic driver and Dodge
may be on to something hot
after all.

Dodge Intros Rally Car Version of Its
Soon-to-Debut 2013 Production Dart
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OOvveerr 3300 CClliinniiccss
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NNoovvii 224488--993399--88337799
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RRoommeeoo 558866--337722--99001100
TTrrooyy 224488--668888--00665555
WWaarrrreenn 558866--443366--33551166
WWhhiittee LLaakkee 224488--881122--99992222

Autoworkers and their dependents
receive an Extra 20% off ALL services*
Program may be covered by your FLEX Plan

*some restrictions apply

Carissa 
from Grand Rapids 
lost 78 lbs.

Lose all the weight
you want for 

$1 per pound

Lose up to
25 lbs. by

Memorial Day

4511 24TH AVE.
FORT GRATIOT

MINUTES FROM EVERYWHERE!

35500 GRATIOT
CLINTON TWP.

*Picture may not represent actual vehicle. All cash incentives have been deducted from Payments/Sales prices are plus tax, title and plates. Alternate APR is in lieu of most incentives. All
leases are 39 months/10,000 miles per year +800 credit score, other slightly higher. First payment, title, tax and plate fees are due at lease signing. Security deposit is required on Equinox.
Purchase Payments are 75 months at 2.99% APR for well-qualified individuals. Certain restrictions may apply, see dealer for additional details. Sale ends 3-31-12 at 6 pm.
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2012CRUZE
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LS Equipment Package!

6-Spd Auto Trans
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Starting At!
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Save Over $1400!
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Lease!
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With Only $999 Down!
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e…

PERIOD!
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Starting At!
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AM/FM/XM/CD Radio
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e…

PERIOD!

Concept drawing of the 2013 Dodge Dart Rally Car, which
Chrysler had built in Sweden and shipped to the U.S. last week in
preparation for the first 2012 Global RallyCross Championship
Series race in the U.S. in May.

Four-time Rally America Champion driver Travis Pastrana, center, makes a point as he’s introduced
as the new driver of the 2013 Dodge Dart Rally Car at a briefing at the Hard Rock Cafe in Detroit.
Looking on are SRT executive Ralph Gilles, left, and Dodge executive Reid Bigland, right.
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VAN BUREN TOWNSHIP,
Mich. (AP) – Auto parts maker
Visteon Corp. is selling its auto-
motive lighting business to In-
dian automotive parts supplier
Varroc Group for $92 million.

Visteon said the sale an-
nounced last week will allow it
to concentrate on making cli-
mate-control and electronics
products for vehicle manufac-
turers and on its joint ven-
tures.

The business being sold ac-
counted for $531 million in rev-
enue last year and employs
about 4,200 workers. That’s
about 16 percent of Visteon’s
current workforce of about
26,000 employees.

Visteon had $8.05 billion in
total revenue in 2011.

The operations being sold
make front and rear lighting
systems, auxiliary lamps and

subcomponents such as pro-
jectors and electronic mod-
ules. The business has opera-
tions in Europe, North America
and Asia.

The agreement is also ex-
pected to include Visteon’s eq-
uity stake in Visteon TYC
Corp., a China-based lighting
joint venture.

Plants involved in the sale
include those in Novy Jicin and
Rychvald, Czech Republic;
Monterrey, Mexico, and Pune,
India.

Visteon, which is based in
Van Buren Township, Mich., ex-
pects to complete the deal in
the third quarter.

Visteon was spun off from
Ford Motor Co. in 2000. It filed
for bankruptcy protection in
2009 and emerged in 2010 after
shedding billions in debt and
pension costs.

Visteon Sells Lighting
End of Its Car Business


