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Thanks to BAE Systems and
its long-term growth and de-
velopment, its new home in
Sterling Heights has become a
benchmark for local industri-
al development.
This is notable because the

81-acre site was previously
home to a TRW parts plant,
but one that had been sitting
idle for years and years.
Thus, the former TRW site,

now home to BAE, was
nonetheless one of the most
desirable industrial locations
(west side of Van Dyke be-
tween 14 and 15 Mile Roads)
in all of Macomb County
south of Hall Road.
Last week, BAE cut the rib-

bon on its new four-story ad-
ministration and engineering
center, the one seen closest to
Van Dyke Ave. and dubbed
“Noah’s Ark” by the locals,
and it was a cause for celebra-
tion all the way around.
“BAE Systems investment

in Michigan is yet more evi-
dence of how important our
state’s strengths in engineer-
ing, research and develop-
ment and manufacturing have
become to our national secu-
rity,” said U.S. Sen. Carl Levin.
“The important work BAE

Systems will do at this new fa-
cility means its high-quality
Michigan workforce can ac-
complish the important job of
helping make our troops safer
and helping them carry out
their vital missions.”
Indeed, the opening of the

admin building marks the
completion of BAE’s three-
year expansion project in

Sterling Heights, one that in-
cludes the following high-
lights:
• A secure conference cen-

ter for employee and cus-
tomer meetings with a presen-
tation media wall;
• A multi-purpose room

configurable for classroom
style presentations or work-
ing groups with internal cam-
eras to broadcast presenta-
tions across the intranet;
• Collaboration centers;
• Employee cafeteria with

onsite catering and vending
services;
• A 2,000-square-foot em-

ployee fitness center.
All told, at its new location,

BAE Systems now has a
61,000-square-foot Prototype
Facility for the design, devel-
opment and testing of military
ground combat vehicles; a
164,000-square-foot admin
and engineering center; a ren-
ovated test track that spans
approximately 0.4 miles in
length; and a 5,000-square-
foot building adjacent to the
test track to support test op-
erations.
“We’ve always believed that

the Sterling Heights area was
a great place to invest our re-
sources in close proximity to

our customers (TACOM and
TARDEC),” said Frank Pope,
president of the Land & Arma-
ments sector at BAE Systems.
“Here, we have a workforce

of talent and experience
unique to this region, individ-
uals with skills born out of the
world’s leading automotive
manufacturers.
“Adding to this advantage

is the infrastructure and di-
verse pool of suppliers associ-
ated with the auto industry.”
Last week’s ribbon-cutting

ceremony drew luminaries
ranging from Sterling Heights
Mayor Richard Notte to two
U.S. Congress members – Rep-
resentatives Candice Miller
and Sander Levin.
The overall project team in-

cluded support from Gov.
Rick Snyder’s office, the city
of Sterling Heights, the Michi-
gan Economic Development
Corp. (MEDC), Macomb Coun-
ty, Plante Moran Cressa and
general contractor Walbridge.
BAE’s Sterling Heights ex-

pansion project broke ground
in February, 2009, after the
company acquired the site of
former owner TRW Automo-
tive Holdings Corp.
The office complex and ad-

jacent prototype facility cost

$58 million to construct and
now occupies approximately
230,000 square feet of devel-
oped space across the 81
acres of the former TRW site.
The aforementioned proto-

type facility opened in Au-
gust, 2010, and together with
the office complex is a pre-
mier center for the engineer-
ing, development and pro-
gram management of military
ground vehicles.
According to officials, BAE’s

new admin and engineering
building was built to meet the
specifications of a Gold LEED
(Leadership in Energy and En-
vironmental Design) certifica-
tion, which would be a first in
Sterling Heights.
The new structure includes:
• Recycled building materi-

als;

• Low”E” glass to reduce
thermal load;
• Low-flow, high-efficiency

plumbing fixtures;
• A single-stream recycling

program for a landfill-free site.
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GM Pension Replacement StrategyTM

Join us for a One Hour 
Seminar for GM Employees

Tuesday, April 10th

Warren Tech Center 
9:30 AM, 12:00 PM, or 2:30 PM

• Managing your 401(k), IRAs, and pension

• Maximizing your new GM retirement sources

• Crude reality – Iran, $5 gas, & market impacts

• Optimizing your GM EVP, HSA, & GVUL plans

• Market forecast, risks, and opportunities

Seminar and Q&A Session Topics Include:

To reserve seating call toll-free (866) 444-6246 or register 
online at www.mainstaycapital.com/41009S.asp

Registered Investment Advisor
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Autoworkers and their dependents
receive an Extra 20% off ALL services*
Program may be covered by your FLEX Plan

*some restrictions apply

Amanda 
lost 76 lbs.

Start today and get 
April FREE

INFANT THRU PRE-SCHOOL
NO CHARGE FOR SICK
OR VACATION DAYS!*

• World class facilities
• Qualified staff attentive
to your childʼs needs

• Enrichment activities
• Nutritious snacks
• Christian curriculum
reinforcing values

• Enclosed playground
and inside gym

• Convenient location
Hours: 6:30 am - 6:00 pm
33801 Van Dyke Avenue
Sterling Hgts, MI 48312

(Fourteen Mile and Van Dyke Avenue)
Inside Grace Christian Church
Phone: (586) 258-4390

*with advanced notice
www.LPdaycare.com

We Offer:

10% DISCOUNT
to ALL Employees

w/ID Badge

Batteries for
Everything

586-838-4555
5755 12 Mile at Mound

Professional Repair Service
iPod • iPhone • iPad

23838 Van Dyke at Stephens (9 1/2)
– Inside Battery Warehouse Co –

586-754-2677

10%
Discount

for ALL
Employees
w/ID Badge

$6.00 OFF
*Deluxe Oil Change

*Most cars, includes drain & fill motor oil up to 5 quarts, replace oil filter & our 16 points check
& fill service, bottled & synthetic oil extra.
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Regular Price
$3195+ tax

Mon.-Fri. 8am-6pm
Sat. 8am-4:30pm

COME TO J.R.’s
for good old fashioned
courteous service.

Mike Bocek, director of Facilities at BAE Systems, makes a point about the spaciousness built into
the supplier’s new headquarters building along Van Dyke in Sterling Heights.
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Mike Bocek manipulates a digital video wall in the supplier’s
Genesis room at its new administration and engineering center in
Sterling Heights. BAE held a ribbon-cutting ceremony last week.
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BAE Systems Completes Building of
Its 81-Acre Sterling Heights Campus

By MARCO SIBAJA
Associated Press

BRASILIA, Brazil (AP) –
Brazil may end a decade-old
automotive trade pact with
Mexico and start charging
tariffs on cars imported from
that country as it battles a
growing trade deficit in the
sector, the government and
local media said last week.
The 2002 agreement for the

import and export of cars
and parts with Mexico “is be-
ing reviewed,” said trade sec-
retary Tatiana Prazeres, ac-
cording to the Ministry of De-
velopment, Industry and For-
eign Trade’s press office.
The end of the agreement

would mean that Mexican
cars sold in Brazil would have
a 35 percent import tax and
an “industrial production tax”
of up to 41 percent slapped
on them.
Brazil imports of Mexican

vehicles rose 40 percent in
2011 from the previous year
to more than $2 billion, while
it exported just $372 million
worth of cars to Mexico.

Brazil Trade
Execs Looking
At Auto Pact
With Mexico


