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Downsized SUVs Star at Geneva Show

By COLLEEN BARRY
and FRANK JORDANS
Associated Press

GENEVA (AP) - The small
cars premiering at the public
portionof the Geneva Motor
Show this week are not the
boxy fuel-savers of yesteryear
- not even close.

European automakers have
downsized SUVs and put all
the luxury they can into pre-
mium subcompacts as they
seek to dazzle consumers
back into confidence after
years of crisis.

European  manufacturers
are facing one of their tough-
est seasons yet.

Unemployment and conti-
nental austerity measures
have made consumers in Eu-
rope skittish, factories are
idle, and yet there is little au-
tomakers can do to close
plants  without upsetting
politicians at home.

Their response, on view at
the Geneva auto show, is to
come on strong with small
cars that pack value, with less
of an emphasis on alternative
powertrains such as electric
and hybrid autos that have
dominated recent editions of
the Geneva event.

“Three years ago every-
body was caught with their
pants down and they are wor-
ried that it could happen
again if the euro collapses or
China stops buying,” said
Frank Rinderknecht, CEO of

Rinspeed, a Swiss design com-
pany that specializes in devel-
oping new concepts for the
automotive industry.

Even the premium makers
have put the emphasis on
their smaller cars. Mercedes
is looking for younger buyers
- read under 50 - for the new
A-Class. Audi rolled out the
third-generation in its A3 se-
ries, which 15 years ago was
the first compact in the pre-
mium market. And Volvo
launched its V40, a five-door
hatchback that adds a com-
pact design to the company's
lineup of saloons, station wag-
ons and SUVs.

From the mass-market pro-
ducers, Ford premiered the B-
Max, a family-friendly sub-
compact, while Fiat launched
its 500L, a larger version of
the tiny 500 city car that is be-
ing made in Serbia. Toyota
has put a little snarl on the
hybrid version of its best-sell-
ing Yaris to give it a more ag-
gressive look.

Meanwhile Peugeot is turn-
ing automotive convention on
its head by making the new
208 smaller than its predeces-
SOr.

The launches are a far cry
from the days when small
cars were spartan money-
savers. While remaining easy
on fuel consumption and light
on emissions, these models
are tooled with the latest safe-
ty features and touches of lux-
ury to spruce up the compact
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and subcompact segments
that comprise some 80 per-
cent of the European market.

“Remember when smaller
cars used to be cheap and
cheerful? Now the consumers
want the finest quality, the
finest fuel efficiency, safety
and design,” said Ford CEO
Alan Mulally.

The problem for European
mass market automakers is
that consumer demand has
shriveled under the pressure
of the sovereign debt crisis:
this year sales are expected
shrink nearly 5 percent to
12.9 million units, according
to the Center for Automotive
Research.

Europe’s mass-market au-
tomakers are overwhelmingly
reporting losses: Fiat, Peu-
geot-Citroen PSA, General Mo-
tors' Adam Opel, and Renault.
And their partners and parent
companies are posting profits
despite the European losses,
thanks to sales in emerging
markets or the United States.

Fiat and Chrysler CEO Ser-
gio Marchionne warned that
unless automakers are al-
lowed to close unproductive
factories, one or more au-
tomakers will fail in the medi-
um- to long-term. But he said
the issue can’t be solved on a
national level, and urged Eu-
ropean officials to provide a
“concerted road map” for the
auto industry to close idled
plants

If that doesn't happen
“some of us may not be
around,” he said. ~"We need
to be careful here. We are
playing with fire.”

Marchionne said Fiat can
survive thanks to its partner-
ship with Chrysler. His aim is
to produce cars for the recov-
ering U.S. market at Italian
plants, which analysts say are
running at 60 percent capaci-
ty.

The CEO of Nissan-Renault,
Carlos Ghosn, said Europe's
car industry could see a wave
of restructuring once one ma-
jor company takes the first
step.

“The day it will start, every-
body is going to have to fol-
low,” he said. “There is no
such thing as one car manu-
facturer restructuring and
everyone else stays idle.”
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Malibu Eco Offers Glimpse of Future

BY GERALD SCOTT
NEWS DEPT.

Both figuratively and literal-
ly, there is plenty riding on
the success of the 2013
Chevrolet Malibu Eco car.

Literally, the safety and
function of every family that
buys one is riding on it. But al-
so, figuratively, the success of
GM’s passenger car lineup as
it relates to cars with the
“Eco” or “eAssist” function al-
so hangs in the balance.

We test-drove the 2013
Chevrolet Malibu Eco car for
a week recently and we can
testify that the “Eco” edition
is different than, say, the 2012
Malibu mainstream passenger
vehicle in ride and handling.

The Eco function helps
push the vehicle deeper into
the 21st century, where the
electrification of all cars is be-
ginning to take shape.

The Eco version of the Mal-
ibu is important to GM be-
cause it will tell the automak-
er if there is going to be imme-
diate, mainstream acceptance
of a popular family car, but
one equipped with Eco, or
electronic assist technology.

The 2013 Malibu Eco is de-
scribed as Chevrolet’s most
fuel-efficient Malibu ever. It is
the first Chevrolet to feature
General Motors’ eAssist bat-
tery electric/gas propulsion
system, which uses a state-of-
the-art lithium-ion battery
and an electric motor-genera-
tor to enable regenerative
braking, electric assist and
start-stop functionality.

That helps deliver a GM-es-
timated 26 mpg in city driving
and 38 mpg on the highway.

Malibu Eco’s highway effi-
ciency is comparable the seg-
ment’s popular full hybrids
and diesels, but delivered at a
lower price:

¢ 2012 Ford Fusion Hybrid —
$29,395 / 36 mpg;

e 2012 Volkswagen Passat
TDI SE Diesel (with automat-
ic) - $27,895 / 40 mpg;

e 2012 Toyota Camry Hy-
brid - $26,660 / 39 mpg;

¢ 2012 Hyundai Sonata Hy-
brid - $26,545 / 40 mpg;

Malibu Eco is part of the all-
new, 2013 Malibu lineup -
Chevrolet’s first global mid-
size sedan - designed to give
customers more style, fuel ef-
ficiency, content and features,

2013 Chevrolet Malibu Eco 2SA

along with the craftsmanship
and dynamic capabilities ri-
valing high-end sedans. It has
a more powerful engine — 182
hp / 134 kW - than the Fusion
(156 hp / 116 kW), Camry (178
hp / 132 kW) or Passat (140
hp / 104 kW).

The Eco-specific light-
weight components and sys-
tems, include an aluminum
hood, aluminum rear bumper
beam, low-mass carpet and
dash mat and more, which
save  approximately 130
pounds over a comparably
equipped non-ECO model,

An Eco gauge in the cluster
that continuously responds to
driving behavior, encouraging
fuel-efficient driving. An Auto
Stop Indicator on the
tachometer informs the driv-
er when the engine is in start-
stop mode on the highway.

Meanwhile, the eAssist sys-
tem is mated to a fuel-efficient
2.4L Ecotec direct-injection
four-cylinder engine and next-
generation GM six-speed au-
tomatic transmission.

The 2.4L engine, a variant
of the same engine that was
recognized as one of the Ten
Best Engines in 2010, is light-
weight and features dual-
overhead cams, direct injec-
tion, continuously variable in-
take and exhaust timing and
electronic throttle control. It
also has a lightweight alu-
minum cylinder block and
cylinder head.

There is a five-year/100,000-
mile powertrain warranty, as
well as a three-year/36,000-
mile bumper-to-bumper limit-
ed warranty is standard on
the Malibu Eco. Certain eAs-
sist components are covered
by an eight-year/100,000-mile
warranty, including the elec-
tric motor generator, three-

Village Automotive Repair

COMMERCIAL ACCOUNTS WELCOME - “ FREE SHUTTLE”

FREE %
Wnuteir inspecrion |

\S

FREE

_THSON, o,
OIL CHANGE

5 QTS. - MOST CARS & TRUCKS

Fuall
nthetic

Battery Check
AlCDelco

BATTERIES
Sold Here

\

560

RENTAL CAR
& TOWING
AVAILABLE

GM DEALER
CERTIFIED
TECHS

www.wallyedgar.com -

N,

FREE!!
Factory Remote Start

24 MOS. LEASE - 10K

$999 DOWN

2 minutes N. o

Locatedright off I-75 on M-24,
the Palace of Auburn Hills

. o .
Make us your Michigan P.E.P. Car Connection

* GM Employee pricing plus tax, title, plate, first month payment and doc fee due at
signing. Lease examples with ALLY Bank for the Malibu and Cruze. Lease example for
Camaro with US Bank and will require a $395 termination fee at end of lease. All rebates
assigned to dealer. Approved credit required. Lessee responsible for excess ware and tear

31470 Mound Rd. Warren

East side of Mound 2 blocks North of 13 Mile

1-586-275-2777

Be- treafed wi’th the resbect you déservé.
TOP DOLLAR FOR YOUR TRADE and the Best Deal PERIOD!!

Chevrolet Employee HQ
Happy St. Patrick’s Day

Madness

Let’s Deal...

1-248-724-1073
2012 MALIBULs 2012 CRUZE LS

24 MOS. LEASE - 10K

129" 51693229

$999 DOWN

1-866-906-0279

2013 Chevrolet Malibu Eco inte-
rior view.

phase electric power cables
and high-voltage lithium-ion
battery.

The Malibu Eco is offered
with cloth or leather seats in
eight exterior and three interi-
or color choices. It is well-
equipped in standard form
and available with four equip-
ment packages: Package 1 -
Power Convenience; Package
2 — Premium Audio; Package 3
— Leather; and Package 4 -
Navigation.

The Eco is the first trim lev-
el of an all-new Malibu lineup
to launch in the United States.
Other Malibu trim levels in-
cluding LS, LT and LTZ are
scheduled to begin produc-
tion next summer in Fairfax,
Kan. and Detroit-Hamtramck.
The 2013 Malibu will be sold
in nearly 100 countries on six
continents and will serve as a
flagship Chevrolet midsize in
many parts of the world. The
Malibu is built in multiple lo-
cations including the United
States, China and Korea.

Finally, the interior of the
car is . . . .sweet. That’s per-
haps the best way to describe
it: sweet. The Malibu interior
these days feels much closer
to the Regal GS interior than
it does, say, something else
that’s larger or otherwise in
the older “family car” realm.

2013 CHEVY MALIBU ECO

- Base Price: $26,845

+ As Tested: $29,100

* Engine: Ecotec 2.4L

* Mileage: 29 cty./38 hwy.
* Length: 191.3 inches
* Wheelbase: 107.8 inches
» Trans: 6-speed auto.
* Curb wt.: 3.620 Ibs.

* Assembly: GM Fairfax, KS
OPTIONS:

Leather Package including seat
trim / leather appointed, front
passenger power-seat adjuster
and driver & front passenger
heated seats ($1,300); Black
Granite Metallic paint ($195).
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leases are 39 months/10,000 miles per year +800 credit score, other slightly higher. First payment, title, tax and plate fees are due at lease signing. Security deposit is required on Equinox.

as well as exceeded contracted mileage. S Tier and 800 credit score required.
Purchase Payments are 75 months at 2.99% APR for well-qualified individuals. Certain restrictions may apply, see dealer for additional details. Sale ends 3-31-12 at 6 pm. o X ileag \ U g
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