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The theme of this year’s
SAE Congress, to be held in
Cobo Hall in Detroit between
April 24 and 26, is “getting
connected,” said Patti Kreh,
business unit leader for the
engineering event.
Kreh said she’s in charge of

putting together this year’s
Congress, which will be the
78th held in Detroit. She said
it will be a big affair.
“We’re dealing with 10,000

volunteers, academics, indus-
try engineers, as well as gov-
ernment folks,” Kreh said.
“We’re expecting that num-

ber – 10,000 – to visit the
event as well. The auto indus-
try is doing better right now
and we’re doing better. This is
a business that has always in-
novated and we’re bring sci-
entists and engineers togeth-
er to talk.”
When the recession started

a couple of years ago, people
within the automotive com-
munity said that the Congress
should continue to be held
and stay focused on automo-
tive innovation, Kreh said, be-
cause when people get to-
gether, they talk about cur-
rent ideas and generate new
ones.
“And that’s why this year’s

theme is ‘get connected,’”
Kreh said. “It’s about how
people within and without
this industry get connected.
“It’s about peers connecting

with each other, it’s about
making sure technology al-
lows drivers to connect with
each other, and even cars
connecting with other cars.
You can get electric cars con-
nected to the smart grid.
There are a lot of ways to get
connected in the car business
these days.”
Among the topics to be dis-

cussed, Kreh said, is new op-
tions available to today’s car
buyer. Things like telematics,
safety technology such as
adaptive cruise control and
how industries not usually as-
sociated with the auto indus-
try can connect with and net-
work peers within the auto in-
dustry.
“That’s why this year Gen-

eral Electric is a Tier I strate-
gic partner sponsoring the
Congress,” Kreh said. “The
other main sponsor is Nis-
san.”
The Congress’s opening

speaker will be Jeffrey Immelt,
chairman and CEO of GE,
Kreh said. She described his
appearing at this year’s Con-
gress as a “big deal for us.”
In addition to Immelt, there

will be representatives from

the energy industry and the
computer and electronic in-
dustries.
“The internal combustion

engine (ICE) has changed so
much in the last 10 years,”
Kreh said. “To think about it
like it’s basically the same
technology that existed 100
years ago is totally wrong.
“Today’s ICE-powered vehi-

cles are so sophisticated and
use the latest in high-tech sys-
tems. Now, drivers want im-
proved performance with in-
creased fuel mileage and they
want it at an affordable cost.
That’s where electronics and
computers come in.
“They make that possible

and this Congress will allow
representatives from these
disparate fields to connect.”
Technology has affected

more than how an ICE runs, It
has changed the entire design
process, allowing engineers to
radically speed up and im-
prove the whole design
process.
This year’s Congress will al-

low attendees to connect with
authors, Kreh said. There will
be many engineers who have
had papers published recent-
ly attending the event and
speaking about their work.
“We will have 1,500 speak-

ers at this year’s Congress,”
Kreh said. “Of that number,

1,200 of them have written pa-
pers on various topics. We al-
so expect to see close to 200
media representatives here as
well.”
While the theme this year is

getting connected, the Con-
gress does have a yearly rou-
tine, Kreh said. Every year,
they hold technical programs
where industry executives
speak on panels. This year,
day one will be dedicated to
energy issues and day two
will be about powertrains.
Day three is safety. David

Strickland of the NHSTA will
be speak to that issue, Kreh
said.
On Wednesday, April 25,

the head of Google’s project
for driverless cars will speak.
“This is an example of new
people playing a part of this
event,” Kreh said. “Google is
new to this space.
“The Congress will allow

those people with new or dis-
ruptive technology that can
change the business show off
their work. These are busi-
nesses not traditionally asso-

ciated with the auto industry.
“This shows that we in the

car business are embracing
new technology wherever it
comes from.”
The third element of this

year’s Congress is the exhibit
hall, Kreh said. There will be
150 of the top companies in
powertrains, safety technolo-
gy, infotainment and ad-
vanced materials showing off
their wares and their tech.
“The vibe we’re getting is

that people will be coming to
this year’s event,” Kreh said.

by Jennifer Knightstep
Special Writer

With more than a thousand
custom hot rods and classic
cars, a half-dozen special his-
torical exhibits and a long list
of pop culture icons signing
autographs, this year’s De-
troit Autorama offered some-
thing for everyone.
It was, after all, a milestone

in the long history of the icon-
ic show, something Detroiters
have looked forward to every
winter for the past 60 years.
The main floor of the show

was packed with an array of
customized hot rods and re-
stored classic cars, running
the gamut from a bright or-
ange 1954 Willys Wagon to a
legendary 1960s bubble top
Manta Ray to a set of tricked-
out new Camaros and Mus-
tangs to a 1920s Ford Road-
ster, and everything in be-
tween.
On one end of the floor, sev-

eral local high schools and
colleges displayed their spe-
cial project cars, including a
1923 Ford T-bucket that runs
on E85 ethanol by Macomb
Community College and a
much newer Ford Mustang
customized by students at
Roseville High School.
Roseville senior Jennifer

Pitrago, who worked on the
Mustang, was eager to point
out the highlights of the cus-
tom body work on the car, in-
cluding the hood, which she
had worked on herself.
“My dad was always work-

ing on cars,” she explained,

“and I always liked to watch
him, and then I started help-
ing him, and I just really got
into it.”
Pitrago plans to continue

her education in auto design
and customization. “Custom
is my thing,” she said.
Across from the Roseville

High School Mustang display
and over one aisle was a spec-
tacular orange-and-yellow
1954 Willys Wagon, as bright
as the sun, owned by Jerry
Cole and customized by his
son, Wes, who runs Wild Wes
Paintworks in Dover, Ohio.
Aside from the brilliant cus-

tom paint, the Willys boasted
several other beachworthy
modifications and upgrades,
inside and out and under the
hood.
The rebuilding and modifi-

cation took about seven
years, and both generations
of Coles were pleased with
the results.
“This is the first year we’ve

brought it to Autorama,” said
the elder Cole.
Meandering among the

modified muscle cars and cus-
tom classics was Emily Page,
a retro-styled pinup girl wear-
ing a one-of-a-kind paper
dress made of Autorama
posters.
The dress, created by Royal

Oak designer Matthew Rich-
mond, was as gorgeous and
elegant as the vehicle it was
meant to promote, an awe-in-
spiring one-off called the Im-
perial Speedster. The Imperial
Speedster began its life as a
1959 Imperial Crown Custom.
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4511 24TH AVE.
FORT GRATIOT

MINUTES FROM EVERYWHERE!

35500 GRATIOT
CLINTON TWP.

*Picture may not represent actual vehicle. All cash incentives have been deducted from Payments/Sales prices are plus tax, title and plates. Alternate APR is in lieu of most incentives. All
leases are 39 months/10,000 miles per year +800 credit score, other slightly higher. First payment, title, tax and plate fees are due at lease signing. Security deposit is required on Equinox.
Purchase Payments are 75 months at 2.99% APR for well-qualified individuals. Certain restrictions may apply, see dealer for additional details. Sale ends 3-31-12 at 6 pm.
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dmilne@moranautomotive.com

6 6 7 2 6 NO DOC FEES!!

Your Sales & Service Leaders
888-58-MORAN

Automotive
Family

ViewAllofOurNewandCertifiedUsedVehicles24/7@moranchevy.com

Stk/Ord#D7064

Power Convenience Package!
6-Spd Auto Trans

Remote Vehicle
Start!

39 Month Lease!

$999 in Cash or GM CARD Earnings Down!

The Best Pric
e…

PERIOD!

WeTreat YouLike Family®

NO Hidden Fees or Charges • We’ll Beat ANYONE’S Deal…PERIOD!
NO Monthly Payments Until Spring 2012… Sign and Drive Leases!

Use
Your GM Card
Earnings

To Save Even
More!

2013MALIBU ECO

$2547110,000 / Year
Plus Tax,
Title & Plates

Stk/Ord#7022

Connectivity Package!
6-Spd Auto Trans

Bluetooth!

The Best Pric
e…

PERIOD!

2012CRUZE

$13829 10,000 / Year
Plus Tax,
Title & Plates

24 Month Lease!

$999 in Cash or GM CARD Earnings Down! Lease Conquest

Stk/Ord#7123

Ecotec 2.4 L DOHC
6-Spd Auto Trans

24 Month Lease!

$999 in Cash or GM CARD Earnings Down!

The Best Pric
e…

PERIOD!

2012MALIBU

$14575 10,000 / Year
Plus Tax,
Title & Plates

Jeff Caul
586-274-0396
PEP QUOTES BY PHONE OR EMAIL:
JEFF CAUL AT JCAUL@BUFFWHELAN.COM

Van Dyke • South of 18 Mile
Sterling Heights

buff whelan
chevrolet

buff whelan chevrolet

We guarantee the lowest price or it’s free! ☺ We guarantee the lowest price or it’s free!

We guarantee the lowest price or it’s free! ☺ We guarantee the lowest price or it’s free!
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*All prices based on GM Employee pricing. Leases require 1st payment, taxes, security deposit, and plate fee
up front unless otherwise noted. Pictures may not represent actual vehicle. All lease payments require an
800+ credit score except the 2013 Malibu. Purchase payment is based on approved credit. 75 months at
2.99%, plus tax, title & plate. Ends 3-31-12

Free shuttle service to home, office or shopping.

WHERE THE DEALS MAKE THE DIFFERENCE, EVERY DAY SINCE 1970!

CONVENIENT HOURS:
Mon. & Thurs.

8:30 am – 9 pm
Tues., Wed., Fri.

8:30 am – 6:30 pm

OVER 1,000
New Chevrolets in Stock!
WE GUARANTEE THE LOWEST PRICES OR IT’S FREEWE GUARANTEE THE LOWEST PRICES OR IT’S FREE☺☺

Automatic, Power Locks, Power Windows,
Power Mirrors, OnStar, XM Radio and more!

Stk.#11896
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18 MILE RD.

SINCE
1989

39 Mos./12,000 Miles

2012 CRUZE LS

Cruise, Power Locks, Power Windows, Keyless Entry,
Touch Screen Radio, XM Radio, Bluetooth,
Steering Wheel Controls, OnStar and more!

Stk.#20006

$274*
LEASE FOR

+ tax
36 Mos./10,000 Miles

2013MALIBU ECO

Steering Wheel Controls, Bluetooth, Bodyside
Moldings, Power Locks, Power Windows, Power Mirrors,

Keyless Entry, OnStar, XM Radio and more!

Stk.#11110

LEASE FOR

24Mos./12,000 Miles

2012MALIBU LS

HAPPY ST. PATRICK’S DAY
from

Steering Wheel Controls, Bluetooth,
XM Radio/OnStar, Power Locks, Power Windows,

Cruise and more!

Stk.#11845

LEASE FOR

39Mos./10,000 Miles

2012 EQUINOXFWD LS

586-274-0396

$198*+tax $178*+tax $246*+tax

NO SECURITY
DEPOSIT

NO SECURITY
DEPOSIT

UPLEVEL
PACKAGE

NO SECURITY
DEPOSIT

Customized by Wild Wes Paintworks of Dover, Ohio, this 1965
Willys Wagon features dozens of upgrades and modifications, in-
cluding a Ford Racing engine and Sunrise, Sunset Pearl paint.
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The legendary, one-of-a-kind 1960s Manta Ray bubble top car on
display at the 60th Autorama in Detroit. The car was representa-
tive of 1960s-era sleek exterior hot rod car design.

PHOTO: JENNIFER KNIGHTSTEP

Jennifer Pitrago, left, and Tiffany Androsuk, seniors at Roseville
High School, with the Saleen Mustang they helped customize, on
display at Autorama. “Custom is my thing,” says Pitrago.
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Retro-inspired “pinup girl” Emily Page models a paper dress
made of Autorama posters by local designer Matthew Richmond,
highlighting the “what if” Imperial Speedster by Pfaff Designs.
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2012 Autorama Wows Detroit’s Hot Rod and Classic Car Fans

SAE Congress Expecting 10,000 to ‘Get Connected’ at this Year’s Gathering


