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Sonic Goes on 14,000 Mile Test

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

During work trips, Valentine
and his colleagues identified
quality issues that needed
fixed before Sonics were
shipped to Chevrolet dealers.

One lengthy journey from
the assembly plant outside
Detroit to Phoenix revealed
an intense wind noise while
traveling through a 40 mph
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crosswind in Texas. The wind
noise was not a factor during
testing at the GM Proving
Ground in Milford, Mich.
Valentine called the assem-
bly plant from the road and
had the problem fixed before
VIN 2 left the factory. He took
the same approach with other
issues found on the road. The
Sonic comes with a 100,000-
mile powertrain warranty.
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Group announced last week-
that Dan Knott, Senior Vice
President, Purchasing & Sup-
plier Quality will serve as
Chair of the Michigan Minori-
ty Supplier Development
Council (MMSDC) through
2013. In this role, Knott will
provide leadership to the or-
ganization’s efforts to expand
opportunities and economic
impact of minority suppliers
in the State of Michigan.

The MMSDC is one of 37 re-
gional councils affiliated with
the National Minority Suppli-
er Development Council.
MMSDC is a privately funded,
non-profit, corporate services
organization that provides
unique procurement opportu-
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and certified Minority Busi-
ness Enterprises (MBEs).
MMSDC provides ongoing
growth opportunities, finan-
cial support, and training and
education for its corporate
members and for Minority
Business Enterprises (MBEs).

“Diversity  of  thought
breeds innovation, and inno-
vation is what will ensure a
sustainable future for Michi-
gan industry,” said Knott. “I
am very pleased to join forces
with the MMSDC to continue
to develop and support Michi-
gan’s minority supply base.”

Chrysler Group has long
been considered a leader in
minority sourcing and devel-
opment. Since 1983, the Com-
pany has purchased more
than $45 billion from minori-
ty-owned companies and con-
tinues to develop innovative
new programs to build its mi-
nority supply base, such as its
annual Matchmaker program
designed to foster business
relationships between the
Company’s minority and Tier
1 suppliers.

In 2011, Chrysler Group im-
plemented a new initiative,
called the High Focus Pro-
gram, to encourage Tier 1
suppliers to reflect Chrysler
Group’s corporate value to
support greater supplier di-
versity. The High Focus Pro-
gram is a structured process
that brings new tools to assist
Tier 1 suppliers develop their
own sustainable supplier di-
versity strategies, and to fos-
ter access to strong MBEs and
women-owned businesses na-
tionally and internationally. In
just its first year, the High Fo-
cus Program increased
Chrysler Group’s annual mi-
nority supplier spend by $168
million.

“Chrysler’s supplier diversi-
ty program goes beyond just
sourcing to minority compa-
nies,” said Knott. “We have

Chrysler announced last week that Dan Knott, its senior pur-
chasing executive, will also serve as chair of the Michigan Minor-
ity Supplier Development Council through 2013.

developed a program that
gives our Tier 1 suppliers the
tools to meet our rigorous
goals and nurtures the minor-
ity suppliers so that they are
stronger, healthier and more
able to compete.”

In 2011, Chrysler Group
spent $4 billion with Tier 1
and Tier 2 minority suppliers
representing 15.7 percent of
its total annual purchasing.

This represented a $1.4 bil-
lion increase compared to
2010. The company’s 2012
Tier 1 and Tier 2 supplier mi-
nority sourcing goal is 16.5
percent. Chrysler Group’s

women-owned business
sourcing goal in 2012 is 3 per-
cent.

Chrysler corporate spokes-
woman Katie Hepler said that
the chairmanship of the MMS-
DC was a volunteer, added re-
sponsibility that Knott was
taking on through 2013 and
that he would also continue
to serve as Senior Vice Presi-
dent, Purchasing and Supplier
Quality, for the Auburn Hills
automaker.

Chrysler recently won a
recognition award for Diversi-
ty at the Urban Wheels func-
tion at the Detroit auto show.
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Lower your payment even more with
financing up to 60 months!
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tPrices for well qualified Chrysler employees. WAC. Plus tax, title, plate and your $1000 Match.
All rebates to dealer. Must have Conquestor Lease Loyalty. See dealer for complete details. Secu-
rity deposit waived with S Tier credit. In stock uits only. Offer expires 2/20/2012.
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3800 S. Lapeer Rd., LAKE ORION
c a" TO" F ree: HOURS: Mon/Thurs 8:30am-8pm

Tue/Wed/Fri 8:30am-6pm (

800'110'3851 Saturday Hours:  SCAN
. o . Sales 10am-3pm &

Visit Us at www.palacecj.com ME

Service 8am-2pm

COMMUNITY

in your cornetr.

*APR = Annual Percentage Rate, Rates are "as low as" and are based on credit score and term of loan, and
subject to change. Other restrictions may apply. Auto loans currently financed through the credit union
cannot be refinanced with this offer.




