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Macomb County Executive Mark Hackel, right, chats with Michael
Finney, CEO of the Michigan Economic Development Corp. at the
opening of the Michigan Defense Center office in Sterling Heights.

GM Opens Center at Tonawanda

TONAWANDA, N.Y. (AP) -
General Motors has found a
new use for a building that’s
sat vacant at its Buffalo-area
manufacturing complex for
seven years.

The Detroit automaker says
it has created a training cen-
ter for Tonawanda Engine em-
ployees.

Plant manager Steve Finch
said last week that current
and future employees will be
taught about quality, safety
and manufacturing — topics
they'll put to use as the plant

gears up for three new engine
lines.

The big change at Tonawan-
da for GM employees working
there has been the gradual
transition from producing vir-
tually all V8 engines in the
1950s and 1960s to today’s
more eclectic mix of fuel effi-
cient powertrains.

Aircraft engines were pro-
duced at the site of the new
training center during World
War II. Then GM car and truck
engines were made there until
it closed in 2004.
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Michigan Defense Center Relocates to Sterling Hts.

by Gerald Scott
News Dept.

What Macomb County and
the Van Dyke / Mound corri-
dor has known since World
War II - that it continues to
host the nation’s proverbial
Arsenal of Democracy — be-
came codified last week.

That’s because nearly 140
business leaders and govern-
ment officials gathered in
Sterling Heights to celebrate
the official opening of the
Michigan Defense Center
(MDC) at Velocity, which is
Macomb County’s recently
new business incubator.

The Michigan Defense Cen-
ter is an agency of the Michi-
gan Economic Development
Corp. (MEDC) that connects
defense industry buyers and
prime contractors with Michi-
gan-based companies.

Relocating its headquarters
from the state capitol of Lans-
ing to where the action is,
was a strategic decision to in-
crease synergy with area
businesses and resources.

Analysis by the Macomb
County Dept. of Planning &
Economic Development re-
veals that, over the past
decade, Michigan businesses
have be awarded more than
$41 billion in Department of
Defense contracts.

Of that, 63 percent landed
in Macomb County, the most
of any county in the state.

In fact, Macomb County
businesses delivered on more
than 10,000 DoD contracts be-
tween 2000 and 2010.

“Macomb County is the
heart of our defense industry,
so it makes sense that this is
the new home of our state’s
defense center,” said Michael
A. Finney, MEDC President
and CEO.

“This is a sector that is ripe
for economic gardening op-
portunities, and we will con-
tinue to work with our part-
ners to grow Michigan busi-
nesses and new jobs.”

The MDC'’s purpose is to as-
sist businesses in accessing
research and development re-
sources at universities and
federal laboratories. It also
works in conjunction with 12
regional Procurement Techni-
cal Assistance Centers to pre-
pare Michigan businesses to
be government contractors.

“l applaud the governor
and MEDC President Mike

Finney for their decision to
relocate the Michigan De-
fense Center here at Velocity,”
said Mark Hackel, Macomb
County Executive. “This re-
source helps to create power-
ful synergy in our efforts to
sustain and grow our prowess
as the defense capital of the
Midwest.”

Hackel added that he hopes
that the Mound - Van Dyke de-
fense corridor eventually be-
comes known as the defense
capital of the entire world.

It’s possible, given the
metro Detroit area’s long his-
tory as the Arsenal of Democ-
racy back in the 1940s, when
auto production was put
aside in favor of war materiél

UDM'’s Co-op Prog
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The University of Detroit
Mercy celebrated an interest-
ing centennial anniversary
the other day.

It seems that 100 years
ago, in 1912, UDM’s student
co-op and internship pro-
grams first began with brand
corporate names like Detroit
Edison and General Motors.

Today, UDM’s student co-
op placement program is go-
ing on like gangbusters, with
most academic areas - in-
cluding nursing and engi-
neering — requiring students
to co-op with an established
employer out in the field.

As such, UDM held a big
luncheon to celebrate the
centennial co-op milestone
and that was followed by a
busy job fair to match cur-
rent students with corporate
recruiters offering jobs, in-
ternships, co-op participa-
tion and more.

“The University of Detroit
Mercy has been a leader in
using new concepts to fur-
ther its educational aims,”
the luncheon program read.

“When the College of Engi-
neering was first established
in 1911, the cooperative edu-
cation training program be-
came an integral part of its
program when third-year,
‘pre-junior’ students com-
bined classroom studies with
“shop” every two weeks.

“In 1922, co-op was then
initiated in the Department
of Architectural Engineering.

Village Automotive Repair

COMMERCIAL ACCOUNTS WELCOME - “ FREE SHUTTLE”

FREE 3%5
‘Wiunuteir inspecrion |

\S

FREE

TSN,
0OIL CHANGE

5 QTS. - MOST CARS & TRUCKS

Full
Synthetic

Battery Check
AlDelco

BATTERIES
Sold Here

560 |

RENTAL CAR
& TOWING
AVAILABLE

GM DEALER
CERTIFIED
TECHS

31470 Mound Rd. Warren

East side of Mound 2 blocks North of 13 Mile

1-586-275-2777

fwg

22341 W. 8 Mile Road
Detroit

313-387-8700

WARREN URGENT CARE

“Bringing Quality Urgent Care To Your Neighborhood”

URGENT CARE FOR ACCIDENTS AND INJURY
ADULT & PEDIATRIC ILLNESS
Digital X-Rays, EKG and Lab Work, On-Site Lab Service, Strep, Mono,
Pregnancy & Urine Testing, Vaccinations, Sports & School Physicals,
Occupational Medicine, Work-Related Injuries,
Pre-Hire Physicals (BAT & Urine Screening)

SPECIAL ON SPORTS PHYSICAL $25.00 State-of-the-Art Facility

586-276-8200
31700 Van Dyke ¢ Warren, MI 48093
On Van Dyke Rd., between 13 & 14 Mile in
St. John’s Windemere Park
OTHER CONVENIENT LOCATIONS:
Woodland Urgent Care N. East Macomb Urgent Care

43900 Garfield, Suite 121
Clinton Township

586-868-2600

Coe”

> FLU SHOTS <
ATTENTION

Chrysler, GM, Ford

Employees, we’re within
2 miles of your plants

HAP & BCN
NO Referrals Needed!

www.warrenurgentcare.com

COMETO /.R.s

courteous service.

for good old fashioned

$6.00

*Deluxe Oil Change
OFF

Mon.-Fri. 8am-6pm
Sat. 8am-4:30pm

goods during World War II.

“In Macomb County, we de-
sign things, we build things,
we’re automotive, advanced
manufacturing and we'’re de-
fense and homeland securi-
ty,” Hackel added.

“We need to focus more on
that and better understand it.

“If you think about it, the
defense corridor, the defense
industry itself . . .travels right
through the heart of two of
the largest cities in Macomb
County, and two of the larger
cities in the state of Michigan
- Warren and Sterling
Heights.

“I was a kid who grew up in
the city of Warren and gradu-
ated from Sterling Heights

High School.

“What I understood back
then compared to what I un-
derstand now is vastly differ-
ent. Back then, all I under-
stood about the defense in-
dustry was that cool tank (in
front of the former Chrysler
tank assembly plant) on Van
Dyke Avenue in the city of
Warren.”

Today, nearly 500 local
businesses do defense and
contract work — and now with
the relocation of the Michigan
Defense Center to the heart of
Macomb County, all of those
commercial businesses will
have easier access to the
services and coordination of-
fered by the DSC office.

ram 100 Years Old

| QuickenlLoans

tngneered 1o Amaze

Ja2 / I

PHOTO: GERALD SCOTT

Mascot Tommy Titan presents his resume to an amused recruiter
from Quicken Loans at U of D Mercy'’s student job fair last week.

Since then, countless gradu-
ates have benefited from co-
operative education in archi-
tecture, engineering, nurs-
ing, business, health profes-
sions, and liberal arts disci-
plines.”

UDM adds that coopera-
tive eduation is now a re-
quired component of the En-
gineering, Architecture,
Nursing, 5-Year Physician As-
sistant and 5-Year Master of
Business Administration cur-
riculum and strongly encour-
aged in most others.

Cooperative education is
then reflected on the stu-
dent’s academic transcript
distinguishing “co-op” as a
structured academic learn-
ing experience.

Although UDM still co-ops
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with the likes of industrial gi-
ants GM and Detroit Edison,
at the luncheon, the audi-
ence was introduced to cur-
rent students who have used
the co-op program to gain
entry to the larger work-
force.

One UDM student used a
co-op opportunity with the
Department of Homeland Se-
curity in Washington, D.C., to
the effect that she was hired
by the agency to work full-
time as an intelligence ana-
lyst in Homeland Security’s
Detroit office.

Another student co-op
worked for several thousand
hours at Beaumont Hospital
and is now on track to be-
come a professional nurse.

The gathering was impor-
tant enough that UDM Presi-
dent Antoine Garibaldi gave
the keynote address.

The larger event was or-
ganized by Sheryl McGriff,
dean of the Career Education
Center.
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