
AUBURN HILLS – Chrysler
Group LLC, working in part-
nership with the U.S. Depart-
ment of Energy (DOE), deliv-
ered 10 demonstration fleet
Ram 1500 plug-in hybrid elec-
tric vehicle (PHEV) pickup
trucks to DTE Energy of De-
troit.
The PHEV Ram 1500 pick-

ups, delivered by Abdullah
Bazzi, senior manager of the
Chrysler Group’s advanced
hybrid vehicle project, are
part of a national demonstra-
tion fleet of 140 vehicles that
will be used during the next
three years to evaluate cus-
tomer usage, drive cycles,
charging, thermal manage-
ment, fuel economy, emis-
sions and impact on the re-
gion’s electric grid.
In addition to DTE Energy

of Detroit, more than 100 vehi-
cles have been delivered to 16
different cities in the past six
months.
“Cities have been carefully

selected to help the Chrysler
Group LLC collect a wide
range of data,” explained
Bazzi.
“Working with a local ener-

gy partner like DTE that is in
our backyard offers a great
combination of suburban and
rural driving, as well as ever-
changing Michigan weather, is
ideal as a test cycle for these
vehicles. The constant charg-
ing will allow us to measure
the impact on battery life and

charging efficiency.”
Chrysler Group LLC began

delivering Ram 1500 PHEV
trucks to the city of Yuma,
Ariz., in May, 2011, to take full
advantage of hot weather and
conduct thermal testing in the
desert Southwest.
Other cities that have re-

ceived the demonstration
Ram 1500 pickups include San
Francisco and Sacramento,
Calif.; Charlotte, N.C.; Boston,
and Albany, N.Y.
Just recently, the New York

Police Department also took
delivery of five PHEV Ram
1500 PHEV trucks.
“The trucks will provide us

with a glimpse of what kind of
fuel savings can be afforded
with PHEV technologies so we

can, at some point, make our
truck fleet more environmen-
tally friendly,” said Trevor
Lauer, DTE Energy vice presi-
dent, Marketing and Renew-
ables.
“We’ll be using the trucks at

our service centers and in the
field at our renewable energy
facilities.”
Strictly a demonstration

program, there are no plans
for a production version of
the PHEV Ram 1500 trucks at
this time, Ram officials say.
Cities and states were se-

lected to evaluate tempera-
ture extremes, urban traffic
cycles and diverse climates
and geographies.
The Ram 1500 PHEV in-

cludes a liquid-cooled

12.9kWhr lithium ion-battery
pack and a 6.6 kilowatt on-
board charger.
Additional features include

AC power generation of up to
6.6kW; directional charging;
reverse power flow, and full
regenerative braking used to
capture more energy.
For fuel economy improve-

ments, the front axle of the
four-wheel-drive automatic
transmission can be discon-
nected when not needed.
The powertrain also in-

cludes a 5.7-liter HEMI V8 en-
gine and a two-mode hybrid
transmission. The 5.7-liter
Hemi is equipped with a Fuel
Saver technology that im-
proves fuel efficiency at high-
way speeds.

By DEREK KRAVITZ
AP Economics Writer

WASHINGTON (AP) – Amer-
icans stepped up their bor-
rowing in October to buy cars
and attend college, and they
also charged a little more to
their credit cards.
The second straight month-

ly gain in overall borrowing
suggests consumers are grow-
ing more confident in the
economy ahead of the crucial
holiday buying season.
Total consumer borrowing

rose by $7.6 billion, the Feder-
al Reserve said last week.
September and October’s
gains reversed a steep drop in
borrowing from August, when
it fell by the most in 16
months.
The October increase re-

flected a 5.3 percent increase
in borrowing in the category
that includes car and student
loans. The category that cov-
ers credit card purchases
rose 0.6 percent, which
matched September’s gain af-
ter a revision.
Borrowing has increased in

11 of the past 12 months. But
credit card use has increased
only six times in the past two
years. It declined in both July
and August, when many
Americans were worried
about the economy and more
cautious about taking on
high-interest debt.
That may be changing. The

economy grew at an annual
rate of 2.5 percent in the July-
September period, nearly
three times the growth rate in
the first six months of the
year. Most economists expect
similar growth in the final
three months of the year.
Consumers are spending

more freely and their confi-
dence is on the rise again. In
November, the unemploy-
ment rate fell to 8.6 percent,
the lowest point in two-and-a-
half years. The economy has

generated 100,000 or more
jobs five months in a row –
the first time that has hap-
pened since April 2006.
Still, economists worry that

the spending gains may be
temporary because wages are
barely keeping pace with in-
flation. In other words, work-
ers aren’t getting raises.

two-stage variable-displace-
ment oil pump with jet-spray
piston cooling.
Overall engine friction is re-

duced by up to 16 percent.
The low-friction design means
engine power is delivered
more efficiently.
Proprietary computational

fluid dynamics analysis tech-
niques were used to develop
an all-new combustion sys-
tem with a higher compres-
sion ratio, which also helped
boost efficiency.
“The 2.0T is one of the most

advanced and efficient en-
gines of its kind, and con-
tributes to the ATS’s excep-
tional balance of performance
and great fuel efficiency,” said
Mike Anderson, chief engi-
neer for the 2.0T engine.
The 2.0T has a wide torque

curve, delivering 90 percent
of its peak 260 lb.-ft. of torque
(353 Nm) from 1,500 rpm to

5,800 rpm. This gives the ATS
the feeling of immediate pow-
er, whether from launch at a
stop light or during higher-
speed maneuvers, such as
passing.
The turbocharger gener-

ates up to 20 pounds of boost
and its twin-scroll design
helps optimize power avail-
ability, virtually eliminating
turbo lag and helping deliver
a broad power band.
“It has the exhilarating, re-

sponsive power available
when you want it, yet can pro-
vide the fuel efficiency that
will make the ATS a fully com-
petitive vehicle in global mar-
kets,” Anderson said.
Additional details on the

ATS will be announced at the
2012 NAIAS.
The ATS will be built at the

Lansing Grand River plant
alongside the Cadillac CTS
Sedan, Coupe and Sport Wag-
on and V-Series performance
cars.

Caddy to Intro New 2.0L
Turbo 4-Cylinder Engine
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Call Toll Free:

New
Saturday Hours:
Sales 10am-3pm &
Service 8am-2pm

HOURS: Mon/Thurs 8:30am-8pm
Tue/Wed/Fri 8:30am-6pm

800-710-3857
Visit Us at www.palacecj.com

YOUR OFFICIAL CHRYSLER • JEEP • DODGE LEASE TURN-IN HEADQUARTERS

3800 S. Lapeer Rd., LAKE ORION

†Prices for well qualified Chrysler employees. WAC.Must have conquest All rebates to dealer. Sec.
deposit waived with S Tier credit. In stock units only. Offer expires 1-3-12.

2012 DODGE JOURNEY
CREW Leather, Buck Seats,

Trailer Tow Prep
Group, 19” Alum.
Wheels, Chrome
Clad Wheels.

MSRP $30,320

2012 CHRYSLER
TOWN & COUNTRY

TOURING
3.6L V6,

Flexible Fuel,
16”Alum.Wheels

MSRP $29,435

2012 JEEP LIBERTY
SPORT
4X4

MSRP $25,770

2012 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE
LAREDO 4X4

3.6 V6, Bucket Seats
with Adjustable Head

Restraints

MSRP $31,820

2012 JEEP WRANGLER
SPORT 4X4

3 Piece Hardtop,
Connectibity Group,

Automatic

MSRP $26,295

2012 DODGE RAM
SLT CREW CAB 4X4

WAS $38,540

2012 CHRYSLER 300C
MSRP $41,285

5.7 Hemi, 20”
Alum. Wheels

MSRP $22,380

Remote Start System,
Sirius Satelite Radio

2012 JEEP PATRIOT
LATITUDE 4X4

YOUR OFFICIAL CHRYSLER • JEEP • DODGE LEASE TURN-IN HEADQUARTERS

200 TOURING
2011 CHRYSLER

ATTENTION: UAW EMPLOYEES-WE WILL MATCH YOUR $1500**

SIGN YOUR NAME AND DRIVEX

NO FINE
PRINT!!

JUSTADD TAX!!

SCAN
ME

ZIP

ZILCH!

OPEN
SATURDAYS!

ZERO

36 Mo. 10/K Lease

BIG
HORN
PKG

2012 DODGE CHARGER
SXT PLUSNappa

Leather Seats

$289†

$0, ZIP, ZILCH, ZERO
$249†

$1995 DOWN

36 Mo. 10/K Lease

$255†

$0, ZIP, ZILCH, ZERO
$217†

$1995 DOWN

36 Mo. 10/K Lease

$369†

$0, ZIP, ZILCH, ZERO
$337†

$1995 DOWN

36 Mo. 10/K Lease

$199†

$0, ZIP, ZILCH, ZERO
$169†

$1995 DOWN

36 Mo. 10/K Lease

$205†

$0, ZIP, ZILCH, ZERO
$159†

$1995 DOWN

36 Mo. 10/K Lease

$249†

$0, ZIP, ZILCH, ZERO
$209†

$1995 DOWN

36 Mo. 10/K Lease

$279†

$0, ZIP, ZILCH, ZERO
$236†

$1995 DOWN

36 Mo. 10/K Lease

$286†

$0, ZIP, ZILCH, ZERO
$245†

$1995 DOWN

36 Mo. 10/K Lease

$259†

$0, ZIP, ZILCH, ZERO
$217†

$1995 DOWN

36 Mo. 10/K Lease

$318†

$0, ZIP, ZILCH, ZERO
$276†

$1995 DOWN

MSRP $29,440

MSRP
$23,755

CHECK YOUR
TRADE IN
VALUE HERE

stk.#12023
stk.#120464

stk.#12J118

stk.#12J130stk.#12J46

stk.#12C9

stk.#12C15

stk.#11C149stk.#12D62

THIS IS THE PAYMENT
$0 DUE $0 DOWN $0 SEC. DEP.

ADDITIONAL $500 OFF FOR
MEMBERS OF NATIONAL
ASSOCIATION OF REALTORS

ON SELECT MODELS

1 Pay Payment

$$33,,888899**
24 months

30
MINUT

E

GUARANTEE

WARREN
URGENTCARE

at

“Bringing Quality Urgent Care To Your Neighborhood”

“We Are Here When You Need Us”
URGENT CARE FOR ACCIDENTS AND INJURY

ADULT & PEDIATRIC ILLNESS
X-Rays, EKG and Lab Work, On-Site Lab Service, Strep, Mono, Pregnancy

& Urine Testing, Vaccinations, Sports & School Physicals
SPECIAL ON SPORTS PHYSICAL $25.00 State-of-the-Art Facility

8am-10pm
7 Days a week • 365 Days a Year

586-276-8200
31700 Van Dyke • Warren, MI 48093

OTHER CONVENIENT LOCATIONS:

ATTENTION
Chrysler, GM, Ford

Employees, we’re within
2 miles of your plants

HAP & BCN
NO Referrals Needed!

www.warrenurgentcare.com

FLU VACCINATIONS
$25.00 per person

or Medicare covered

Woodland Urgent Care
22341 W. 8 Mile Rd. • Detroit

313-387-8700

Southgate Urgent Care
15777 Northline Rd., Suite 100

Southgate

734-324-7800

On Van Dyke Rd., between 13 & 14 Mile in
St. John’s Windemere Park

The Changing Weather…
Means Changing Footwear

• Waterproof
& Insulated

• Work & Sport

• Professional
Fitting

• Wide Widths
In Stock

SSTTEERRLLIINNGG HHEEIIGGHHTTSS
3333228899 MMoouunndd RRdd..

(N. of 14 Mile Rd.)

586-264-4500

SSHHEELLBBYY TTWWPP..
1133998899 HHaallll RRdd..

(NE. corner of Schoenherr)

586-566-9600

RREEDD WWIINNGG
SSHHOOEE SSTTOORREE

M-F 10-8; Sat. 10-5; Sun. 12-4

The Chrysler Town & Country minivan was one of 11 such 2012-
model year Chrysler vehicles awarded a “Top Safety Pick” by the
Insurance Institute for Highway Safety (IIHS).

novations that are standard
or available on many models
is SafetyTec, which includes
ParkSense rear park assist,
Blind Spot Monitoring and
Rear Cross Path detection.
“With 11 vehicles that have

been named Top Safety Pick
for 2012 by IIHS, this under-
scores our commitment to
engineering safety and securi-
ty across all vehicle seg-
ments,” said Scott Kunsel-
man, senior vice president –
Engineering, Chrysler Group
LLC.
“As we continue our prod-

uct transformation, we’ll con-
tinue to engineer new tech-
nology and more capabilities
into all our vehicles.”
With public votes of confi-

dence from third-party evalu-
ators usch as the IIHS, auto
analysts say that Chrysler is
now much better positioned
to use “safety” as a marketing
and sales tool when it en-
gages the public about the 11
vehicles listed above. In au-
tos, safety equals sales.

Chrysler Gets
IIHS’s Award for
Top Safety Picks
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10 Demo Ram Plug-in Hybrid Electrics Go to DTE


