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Motorsports team owner Rick Hendrick, left, works on building
his own Corvette engine at the GM Wixom plant as part of the fa-
cility’s “customer build” program. The Engine Build is actually
an option on a new Corvette purchase.

WIXOM, Mich. – One of the
world’s foremost experts in
NASCAR Sprint Cup Series
racing, Rick Hendrick, is
building his own 7.0L 505-
horsepower LS7 engine that
will go into his Corvette Z06
Carbon Edition.

The Corvette Engine Build
Experience is the world’s
most hands-on super car pro-
gram. Customers who order a
Corvette Z06 or ZR1 can
choose an option allowing
them to assemble their cars’
LS7 or LS9 engine at General
Motors’ Performance Build
Center (PBC) in Wixom, Mich.

“As a Chevy enthusiast and
lifelong gearhead, having the
chance to experience GM’s
hand-build engine assembly is
a real privilege,” said Hen-
drick, owner of Hendrick Mo-
torsports.

“I want to thank everyone
at the Performance Build Cen-
ter for this opportunity. It’s in-
credible to spend time with
the people here and see first-

hand these processes that
produce some of the best en-
gines in the world.”

Even with the hands-on ex-
perience, the engines are cov-
ered by Chevrolet’s five-year,
100,000-mile transferable pow-
ertrain warranty.

The Engine Build Experience
is a $5,800 option when a cus-
tomer purchases a Corvette
Z06 or ZR1. The PBC option in-
cludes lodging, local trans-
portation and a concierge, who
contacts the customer to help
coordinate arrangements, in-
cluding the scheduling of the
build and the customer’s activ-
ities at the build center. Travel
to and from Detroit is the cus-
tomer’s responsibility, but the
concierge can help with book-
ing.

Hendrick is the 13th partici-

pant to build his own engine
at the build center.

“For me, participating in this
engine build is the ultimate
connection to my Corvette,”
said Hendrick. “This is one of
my favorite cars in the world,
and now it will be that much
more special knowing I per-
sonally built the engine. It’s a
really unique experience that
Chevrolet is offering its cus-
tomers.”

When the engine is assem-
bled, a personalized name-
plate is added to the engine
next to the builder’s name.
The engine is then sent to the
Corvette assembly plant in
Bowling Green, Ky., for instal-
lation in the customer’s car.

In addition to building their
own engines, Corvette buyers
can attend driving school in

Arizona or Nevada, take deliv-
ery of their vehicles at the Na-
tional Corvette Museum or
watch their vehicles being
built at the Corvette assembly
plant in Bowling Green.

Hendrick Motorsports has
a NASCAR record of 13 own-
er’s championships and 14
overall: 10 in the Sprint Cup
Series, three in the Camping
World Truck Series and one in
the Nationwide Series (dri-
ver’s title only). Its roster of
stock-car drivers includes
Mark Martin, Jeff Gordon, Jim-
mie Johnson and Dale Earn-
hardt, Jr.

The Corvette Engine Build
Experience is proving to be
one of GM’s more popular of-
ferings to its customers – the
“gearheads” who participate
in this project tend to love it,
then they go back to their
hometowns and speak well of
GM and Corvette when dis-
cussing the auto industry.

It is a paid option on a Vette
buy.

Rick Hendrick Building Engine for His Corvette Z06
‘Having the Chance to Experience
GM’s Hand-Build Engine Assembly
Is a Real Privilege’– Rick Hendrick

Lansing photographer Arnold Berkman hosted an opening night
party for his artwork celebrating the legend of Route 66 at the
Lawrence Street Gallery in Ferndale.
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INDIANAPOLIS (AP) – Indi-
anapolis 500 veterans are
used to working amid all the
May distractions.

They’ve never attended a
party quite like this.

With 40 drivers vying for 33
starting spots, they aren't just
looking for a career-defining
moment May 29. This year's
winner gets to claim a little
extra piece of racing lore _ the
title of champion at the 500's
centennial celebration.

“At the 100-year anniver-
sary, I do think the winner
goes in that same book as Ray
Harroun, and it’s a great pres-
sure to have. I wouldn’t want
it any other way,” said Ryan
Hunter-Reay, the only Ameri-
can to win an IndyCar race
since April 2008. “It’s part of
history, part of American his-
tory.”

There are few comparisons
to Indy in the sports world.

The Brickyard is racing’s
version of Wrigley Field or
Fenway Park, and few of
America's highest-profile
sporting events – the Ken-
tucky Derby, the Boston
Marathon, the World Series
and the Rose Bowl are on the
short list – started before the
500.

So when race organizers de-
cided to throw this anniver-
sary bash, they left nothing
out.

Practice opened last week
with a classic car show. The
269 living starters from previ-
ous 500s have been invited to
participate in the world’s
“largest autograph session”
May 28.

Longtime track announcer
Tom Carnegie and four-time
winner A.J. Foyt will be hon-
ored with their own special
days, and Foyt, who Hunter-
Reay calls Mr. 500, will drive
the pace car. Organizers have
billed this the “most impor-

tant race in history.”
For drivers and teams,

that's hype.
What’s real is the pressure

leading to this race.
“For me and most of the

people that work here, we're
not going to see the 200th
race, so this race is very im-
portant,” said Mike Hull, man-
aging director for Target Chip
Ganassi.

“But I kind of look at the In-
dy 500 as the most important
race we'll ever do, every year.
If you win the 100th race, you
will go down in some special
book somewhere, but in reali-
ty, winning it is the most im-
portant.”

Hull knows.
His team has won three of

the last four 500s and will try
to put four drivers – defend-
ing champ Dario Franchitti,
2008 winner Scott Dixon and
budding American youngsters
Charlie Kimball and Graham
Rahal – in this year’s starting
field.

It’s not just the best teams,
hottest drivers or fan fa-
vorites coming here with big
story lines.

Some drivers with limited
schedules or one-off deals are
hoping a solid performance
this month will give them a
career boost.

Paul Tracy will change
teams this month, the result
of an unusual combination of
deals. First, he signed with
Dreyer & Reinbold to run at
Indy, then he later signed a
five-race deal to run for Drag-
on Racing, Jay Penske’s team.
Dragon Racing has two other
drivers in the cockpit this
month.

“Not being full-time, that
would play into the history
books, too, having a non-full
time guy win it,” said Dan
Wheldon, the 2005 Indy win-
ner and two-time runner-up.

“I think it would probably
have an asterisk by it.”

Wheldon is making his sea-
son debut with Bryan Herta
Autosports this month.

Others are chasing a differ-
ent kind of automotive racing
history.

Brazil’s Helio Castroneves
could become the first for-
eign-born four-time race win-
ner. Dario Franchitti, of Scot-
land, is trying to join Castron-
eves as the second foreign-
born three-time winner.

Among the eight rookies
trying to make the field are
Ho-Pin Tung, who can become
the first Chinese starter at In-
dy; Pippa Mann, last year’s
Freedom 100 pole-winner and
the only woman to ever sit on
the pole at Indy; Kimball, who
is trying to become the race's
first openly diabetic driver in
the field; and Scott Speed,
who can become the first
American to complete Indy’s
trifecta with starts in the 500,
Brickyard 400 and U.S. Grand
Prix.

And there’s more angst for
drivers at the back of the field
than those at the front of the
pack.

“I lived through that (Bump
Day) once, fortunately, it was
only once,” 1986 winner Bob-
by Rahal said.

“You talk about pressure for
the team, for the driver. It’s a
very stressful time, you've got
to give it your best shot and
you’ve got to be prepared to
go back out. That’s a lot of
pressure for a whole day.''

This year, it will be even
tougher.

Gone are the days of having
a starting spot virtually guar-
anteed if a driver can avoid
crashing.

Instead, the sudden boom
in car-driver combinations
has included an influx of
sponsorship, many of those

companies counting on their
cars making the 33-car grid.
Some drivers acknowledge
appearance requests are up,
schedules are getting tighter
and free time is becoming
sparse.

Former CART driver
Townsend Bell, who will drive
Sam Schmidt's No. 99 car, be-
lieves that's a good sign.

“It’s not like you can look at
the list of drivers and say ‘Oh,
there’s so and so, he’s a waste
and he shouldn’t be out there
anyway,''' he said.

“The more pressure, the
more that means it’s a big-
time event and a big-time
sport, and the more I feel like
the Indy 500 and IndyCar rac-
ing is alive and well again. In
the big picture that's awe-
some.”

It also creates incredible
tension for drivers and crew
members.

“I can already see it in my
engineer's face,” Kimball said
this week before practice
started. “If we can go home
Saturday (May 21) having
made the field, that will be a
huge relief.”

But for some team owners,
namely Ganassi, Roger
Penske and Michael Andretti,
who employs three young
Americans in Hunter-Reay,
Marco Andretti and Danica
Patrick, it's all about winning
the 500.

And to have their names
linked alongside Harroun, the
first race winner, Foyt, who
won 50 years ago, would be,
well the ultimate celebration.

“It’s going to be huge and
maybe more important than
any other Indianapolis 500 to
win,'' said Ryan Briscoe, one
of Penske’s three drivers.

“I think to get it on the
100th anniversary, it would
only be fitting for the win-
ningest owner in history. I

Fabled Indy 500 Hits 100th Anniversary

By PAUL NEWBERRY
AP National Writer

TALLADEGA, Ala. (AP) – Jim-
mie Johnson didn’t mind a lit-
tle tag teaming.

Of course, he won the race.
Matt Kenseth thought it was

a terrible idea.
Then again, he was knocked

out by a crash.
NASCAR drivers have always

had a love-hate relationship
with restrictor-plate racing, es-
sentially based on how they fin-
ish. It’s the same for the fans,
who moan and groan about
how boring it is – until there’s
another nail-biter of an ending
like the one at Talladega Su-
perspeedway on Sunday.

Johnson, with a big push
from teammate Dale Earnhardt
Jr., edged out Clint Bowyer by
two-thousandths of a second to
tie for the closest finish since
NASCAR started using elec-
tronic timing.

Hard to complain about a
four-wide sprint to the line.
Jeff Gordon and Carl Edwards
were also in the mix, and the
top eight – each of the con-
tenders was accompanied by a
pusher – were a mere 0.145 sec-
onds apart.

Throw in a record-tying 88
lead changes among 26 drivers
(more than half the field led at
least a lap) and it comes across
as the most exciting event in
the history of racing.

Johnson certainly saw it that
way from Victory Lane.

“Statistically, you look at the
race, and it looks pretty awe-
some,’’ he said. “From where I
was all day long, I thought
there was a lot of racing that
took place. I thought it was a
great race.’’

That might be a bit of a
stretch.

Before Johnson and the oth-
ers made that mad dash down
the long front straightaway at
Talladega, there was a lot of
cars just riding around, two
by two by two. Drivers took
turns swapping the lead in
what seemed more choreo-
graphed than good, hard com-
petition.

In a broad sense, the focus
was the same as it’s always
been in a restrictor-plate race:
stay out of trouble, conserve
the car and try to set up a run
for the checkered flag in the last
few laps.

But the tactics are different
now.

Drivers have figured out they
can go even faster when they
pair up with just one other car
– one guy leading, the other
pushing his back bumper –
rather than lining up in long
drafting formations that used to
be the norm at Talladega and
Daytona, the two high-banked
tracks where horsepower-re-
ducing devices are required
on the carburetor to keep
speeds from getting over 200
mph.

Now, you’ve got rivals swap-
ping radio frequencies before

the race and cutting deals out
on the track to pair up. You’ve
got drivers actually waiting in
the pits for their partner so
they can back out together.
You’ve got drivers such as
Earnhardt essentially giving up
a chance to win in order to
push another guy across.

Is this really racing?
Again, it depends on who

you ask.
Kenseth was eliminated in

one of the crashes Sunday, all
of them caused by a pushing
car bumping the pushee a little
too hard, leading to a spin that
took out innocent bystanders.
Not surprising, since it’s im-
possible for the guy in the back
to see anything except the car
he’s helping along.

“You’re pushing somebody
as hard as you can and you
can’t see what’s in front of him,
so you don’t know if he’s catch-
ing somebody at 30 mph or 5
mph,’’ Kenseth said. “You don’t
know what’s going on. If he
makes a quick move and you’re
not ready for it, that’s how
people get spun out. Their car
is moving one way and you
don’t know where they’re go-
ing.’’

Kenseth liked the old way
better. Cars lined up in much
larger packs and not quite so
close together. A driver could
always pop out of line to make
a run for the lead, assuming
other cars went along with him
to provide the necessary draft-
ing help. If not, he’d fall back

like he was standing still.
“At least you can kind of

control your own destiny and
you can kind of draft a little
bit,’’ Kenseth said. “Here, if
you don’t have a car locked on
you and shoving you, or vice
versa, you’re going to get
lapped in 15 to 20 laps.’’

But Johnson remembers
hearing many of the same com-
plaints about the previous
style, which could turn into
nothing more than a couple of
long, boring lines snaking
around the track for much of
the race in a game of follow the
leader, everyone trying to avoid
the sort of mistake that would
lead to an even bigger crash
than any of the ones in Sun-
day’s race.

“From a driver standpoint,
we have a lot more control
now with what we do,’’ Johnson
said. “Yes, it is still plate racing,
but it’s a race. You can make
stuff happen and there is a
technique required to stay to-
gether and to work traffic to-
gether and to communicate. It
puts it back in the driver’s
hands a lot more than the old
combination of racing.

“I think it’s entertaining,’’ he
concluded. “I don’t remember
people excited about the way it
was before.’’

NASCAR has shown no indi-
cation to tweak things with the
cars or the rules, so it appears
there will be another tag-team
event at the return race at Day-
tona in July.

Restrictor Plates Still a Topic of Debate in NASCAR

by Gerald Scott
Editor
Detroit Auto Scene

The legend of Route 66 gets
its due – and its kicks, pre-
sumably -- in an intriguing
new photo exhibit that just
opened at the Lawrence
Street Gallery in Ferndale.

It seems that retired Michi-
gan State University psychol-
ogy professor Arnold Berk-
man, 68, is also a photogra-
pher and he recently sought
to capture what was lost as
once-proud Route 66 went
from being America’s Main
Street into decline and decay.

“I made four trips with my
eyes and my camera along
the still intact segments of
what was once Route 66,”
Berkman wrote in the exhibit
notes.

“I wanted to capture in pho-
tography this legendary high-
way, and the spirit of a time
and place long gone, yet still
hauntingly alive. I wanted to
capture what once was, and
what now is.

“This exhibit is the result of
that journey.”

Indeed, even though Route
66 seems to live more in his-
tory, pop culture and folklore
of late, its impact on the
American landscape is not to
be diminished.

Even the recent Disney
movie “Cars’ used the same
theme of the federal highway
and expressway system re-
placing the charming U.S.
routes like Route 66, which in
its heyday stretched 2,448
miles from Chicago to Los An-
geles / Santa Monica.

“Known as the Main Street
of America, Route 66 was
quintessentially American,”
Berkman further writes in the
exhibit notes.

“It spoke the diverse ac-
cents and expressed the di-
verse culture of tourists, shop
owners, waitresses, truckers,
mechanics, farmers, railroad
engineers and gas station at-
tendants, among others, as it
coursed through the hearts of
great cities and small towns.

“It was even immortalized
in song, as Bobby Troupe, Nat
King Cole and Mel Torme in-
vited us all to “Get Our Kicks
on Route 66.”

Indeed, the route was also
celebrated as “the Mother
Road” in John Steinbeck’s De-
pression-era novel “The
Grapes of Wrath.” Its heyday
as the post-war, east-to-west
vein for millions of seekers,
not just Okies, but for genera-
tions of both tourists and res-
idents seeking a pot of gold in
California at the end of the
route’s rainbow, so to speak.

“U.S. Route 66 died on Jan.
17, 1977,” Berkman further
writes.

“On that day, the U.S. Dept.
of Transportation removed
from the road its official U.S.
highway designation.

“Long-distance automobile
travel and long-haul trucking
no longer had use for the
slow and inefficient two-lane
highway that was most of U.S.
66. Slowly and inexorably, the
Main Street of America be-
came supplanted by the inter-
state highway system.”

Berkman’s framed, large-
format photos of his experi-
ennces along Route 66 offer
both a haunting and refresh-
ing view of what has become
of the Mother Road.

A large turnout was on
hand for the opening of the
Route 66 at the Lawrence
Street Gallery, located on
Woodward Ave., on a recent
Friday evening.

Photo Exhibit Recalls the
Legacy of Old ‘Route 66’

Barbara Murray, executive
director of AIDS Partnership
Michigan, is extending a per-
sonal invite to Big Three em-
ployees to help her cause.

“We are now 30 years into
the HIV/ AIDS pandemic. . . .
it’s a reality lived daily by
19,500 Michiganians,” Murray
said. “That’s right 19,500 peo-
ple in Michigan now have
HIV/AIDS.”

AIDS Partnership Michigan,
located on Jefferson Avenue
very near the GM RenCen
headquarters, has been on
the forefront of the fight for
28 of the 30-year history of
the virus.

Murray passed along a note

asking GM, Ford and Chrysler
employees in particular to
help the cause by attending
her big summer fund-raiser,
Summer Solstice III, which is
an evening wine and cheese
party scheduled for June 11
at the Michigan Design Center
in Troy.

Running from 6:30 to 10
p.m., the social event will in-
clude entertainment by the
Ben Sharkey Trio, dancing,
great food and wine and an
auction, all to raise funds for
the charity. Tickets are $95
per person and all proceeds
benefit the educational and
treatment programs offered
by AIDS Partnership.

State AIDS Population at 19,500


