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Price is per person, based on double occupancy, cruise only and subject to change. A $75 fee applies per booking to clients who are not current AAA Members, Price includes
port changes, is quoted in USD and based on Allure of the Seas sailing 8/7/11 - $1,479 (Cat. L). Government fees of $115.36 per person are additional. Benefits listed are not
combinable with other coupons or offers and may be substituted/eliminated based on passenger participation, including host/escort personnel. Other restrictions may apply.
Contact AAA Travel Agency for more details. ©Royal Caribbean Cruises Ltd. Ships’ Registry: The Bahamas.

Your Local AAA Travel Agency:

Ann Arbor: 734-747-7000
Canton: 734-844-0146
Livonia: 734-462-7000
Southgate/Downriver: 734-284-0800
Washtenaw: 734-973-2800

AAA TRAVEL AGENCY PRESENTS

ALLURE OF THE SEAS
2011 MEMBER RECOGNITION CRUISE • AUGUST 7 – 14

Join us aboard Allure of the Seas – the newest addition to Royal
Caribbean’s fleet – sailing from Ft. Lauderdale to Nassau, St. Thomas
and St. Maarten. Your deluxe 7-night cruise includes the exclusive
perks and benefits that make AAA Member Recognition Cruises
so popular.

From $1,479 per person
double occupancy

For details or
reservations, contact:

Congratulations,
Michiganʼs ““Big 3””
On A Great 2010!

Now itʼs Time to Celebrate!

by Gerald Scott
Editor
U.S. Auto Scene

There’s a cool new industri-
al poster related to manufac-
turing in Michigan that’s mak-
ing its way across the Motor
City of late.
And it’s yours for the asking

– it’s available from the Michi-
gan Manufacturing Technolo-
gy Center in Plymouth’s Web
site as an 8x10-inch down-
load.
The Michigan Manufactur-

ing Technology Center
(MMTC), the Michigan affili-
ate of federal Manufacturing
Extension Partnership, calls
the poster, “Proud to Manu-
facture.”
The bright, new poster

shows the state of Michigan
outline with various industrial
activities pictured within the
state’s borders, the American
flag in the background and
the phrase, “Proud to manu-
facture in Michigan,” in the
foreground.
Contacted by phone, MMTC

graphic designer Meloday
Harris, who created the
poster, said, “It was just inspi-
ration.”
With the loss of jobs and all

of the economic turmoil the
state went through in 2008-09,
perhaps its current popularity
is due to the pride that the
poster nonetheless inspires.
The poster was included in

the recent MMTC Manufact-
LINE Magazine and distrib-
uted to more than 6,500 recip-
ients across Michigan.
The concept for the poster

came from Karen Seman, mar-
keting director for MMTC and
was executed by graphic de-

signer Harris, as noted above.
The inspiration for the

poster, according to Seman,
came from an unusual turn of
events.
“Recently, I received a

home decorating magazine,”
Seman said. “In it was a tear-
out poster sponsored by the
American Cancer Society.
“(So), utilizing our maga-

zine as the vehicle for deliv-
ery was easy, settling on a
poster design was not.”
She continued, “Melody

Harris came up with several
designs. She has a unique gift
for taking a concept to final
product, along with a tremen-
dous amount of patience. Her
work on the poster and our
ManufactLINE magazines has
been tremendous.”
Harris has been with MMTC

since 1998.
“MMTC is charged to assist

small- and medium-sized man-
ufacturers with implementing
operational improvements,”
Seman said in further explain-
ing her organization’s role.
“This poster is just our way

of saying ‘thanks’ and ac-
knowledging the pride we
have in serving our manufac-
turers.
MMTC received numerous

requests for the poster and
the electronic version of it
has been posted to the
group’s Web site located at
www.mmtc.org.
Visitors to the Web site can

download the high-resolution,
8 x 10 version.
Simply click on the down-

load header and provide
some basic information, and
the site will send you an e-
mail with a link to download
the poster as a PDF file.

‘Proud to Manufacture in Michigan’ Poster Offered

The Michigan Manufacturing Technology Center in Plymouth has
created this “pride” poster, one that is gaining popularity across
the Motor City. It is available as a download through the MMTC
Web site. The public is welcome to download the poster as well.

PHOTO: REPRINTED WITH PERMISSION OF MMTC

WASHINGTON, D.C. -- Moth-
ers Against Drunk Driving
(MADD) is proud to support
Senator Tom Udall (D-N.M.)
and Senator Bob Corker (R-
Tenn.) as they reintroduced
on March 8 the ROADS SAFE
Act for consideration in the
Senate. The bill authorizes
critical funding to aid re-
search of advanced vehicle
technologies, which could
lead to the elimination of
drunk driving.
“MADD is grateful to Sena-

tors Udall and Corker for their
bipartisan leadership in intro-
ducing the ROADS SAFE Act,”
said MADD National President
Laura Dean-Mooney.
“This project could turn

‘cars into the cure’ for drunk
driving by creating a passive,
reliable and cost-effective
technology to unobtrusively
detect a driver’s blood alco-
hol concentration (BAC) and,
if the device reads at or above
the legal limit of .08 BAC, the
car could not be driven."
“Drunk driving is still a

leading cause of fatal car
crashes across the country
and in my home state of New
Mexico,” Senator Udall stated.
“This legislation is designed
to help keep our roads safe by
investing in new technology
that will prevent Americans
from driving if they’ve had too
much to drink.”
“More than 10,000 people

are killed each year in drunk
driving crashes. By Ameri-
cans choosing to utilize these
types of safety measures, my
hope is that we can ultimately
help prevent those crashes
and save lives,” Senator Cork-
er added.
“This research is significant

to anyone who drives or has
family on the road,” said
Shane Karr, Vice President for
Federal Government Affairs,
Alliance of Automobile Manu-
facturers.
“This research opens up

the possibility of eliminating
fatalities and injuries caused
by drunk drivers, while not
hassling people who are okay
to drive. The only drivers who
would notice this technology
are the ones who shouldn’t be
behind the wheel in the first
place.”
The project is called the

Driver Alcohol Detection Sys-
tem for Safety, or DADSS, and
is the result of a cooperative
research agreement between
the Automotive Coalition for
Traffic Safety (ACTS), com-
prised of the world’s leading
auto manufacturers, and the
National Highway Traffic Safe-
ty Administration (NHTSA). In
late January, Transportation
Secretary Ray LaHood and
NHTSA Administrator David

Strickland both visited the re-
search lab outside Boston,
where the project is currently
underway.
To clarify, this legislation

would provide funding limited
only to research. In addition,
the technology would be set
at .08 BAC, not lower, and it
would be an optional safety
feature on new cars, not man-
dated on all vehicles.
“This is not an ignition in-

terlock device that you would
find on a convicted drunk dri-
ver’s vehicle today,” said
Dean-Mooney. Before it’s in-
troduced to the American
public, the technology must
be fast, accurate, reliable and
repeatable. From the vehicle
manufacturer’s perspective, it
must also be readily integrat-
ed into the vehicle’s existing
systems, be durable, require
little or no maintenance, and
be tamper resistant. In other
words, the device must oper-
ate seamlessly.
Two companies were se-

lected for phase II of the proj-
ect and are under contract to
develop prototype technolo-
gies to meet the goals of the
program. The Insurance Insti-
tute for Highway Safety (IIHS)
estimates that such a system
could have saved more than
8,000 lives in 2008. Moreover,
a recent IIHS poll found 64
percent of Americans believe
that advanced alcohol detec-
tion technology, which is reli-
able and would prevent an im-
paired driver from operating a
vehicle, is a good idea.
The legislation provides

$12 million per year, over five
years, to help support the
DADSS research. The funding
would come from existing
highway safety programs,
which means there would be
no additional expense to tax-
payers. Founded by a moth-
er who lost her daughter in a
crash, Mothers Against Drunk
Driving (MADD) is the na-
tion’s largest nonprofit work-
ing to prevent drunk driving.

MADD Supports Federal Drunk Driving Legislation

WAYNE, Mich. – The pri-
mary part of one of Michi-
gan's largest solar power gen-
eration systems at Ford's
Michigan Assembly Plant is
now up and running, deliver-
ing renewable energy to help
power the production of fuel-
efficient small cars. The sys-
tem is the result of collabora-
tion between Ford, DTE Ener-
gy, Xtreme Power, the city of
Wayne and the state of Michi-
gan.
The renewable energy cap-

tured by the energy system
will help power the produc-
tion of Ford's all-new Focus
set to hit showrooms this
month. The plant will also
produce Focus Electric,
Ford's first zero-emission bat-
tery electric passenger vehi-
cle and the C-MAX Hybrid and
C-MAX Energi plug-in hybrid.
The solar energy system

will serve as a pilot alterna-
tive energy project to be eval-
uated for possible use at oth-
er Ford manufacturing facili-
ties in the future. A second-
ary, smaller solar energy sys-
tem will be integrated at
Michigan Assembly to power
lighting systems at the plant.
“This solar energy system

allows us to test the viability
of alternative energy to sup-
ply power for our manufactur-
ing facilities around the
world. It serves as a signifi-
cant initiative within our cor-
porate emphasis on sustain-
ability,” said Jim Tetreault,
Ford vice president, North
America Manufacturing.
“Michigan Assembly Plant

has been transformed into a
facility that embodies our
drive for flexible manufactur-
ing and strives for new stan-
dards for green manufactur-
ing.”
Ford collaborated with DTE

Energy to install the 500-kilo-
watt solar photovoltaic panel
system at Michigan Assembly.
The system will be integrated
with a 750-kilowatt energy
storage facility that can store
2 million watt-hours of energy

using batteries – enough to
power 100 average Michigan
homes for a year.
The project will also in-

clude a 50-kilowatt-hour facili-
ty to demonstrate the poten-
tial reuse of vehicle electric
batteries for stationary ener-
gy storage. Xtreme Power of
Austin, Texas, is supplying its
Dynamic Power Resource on-
site energy storage and power
management system.
The solar energy installa-

tion is part of DTE Energy's pi-
lot SolarCurrents program
that calls for photovoltaic
systems to be installed on
customer rooftops or proper-
ty over the next five years to
generate 15 megawatts of
electricity throughout south-
east Michigan.
The Michigan Assembly

project is funded by a $3 mil-
lion investment from DTE En-
ergy's SolarCurrents program,
a $2 million grant from the
Michigan Public Service Com-
mission in support of the
state's smart-grid initiative,
and approximately $800,000
worth of in-kind contributions
from Ford.
“This multimillion-dollar in-

vestment is just a portion of
DTE Energy's commitment to
renewable energy," said
Trevor Lauer, DTE Energy vice
president, Marketing & Re-
newables. "We're pleased to
work with Ford as it takes an-
other step to help the envi-
ronment and with the state as
it works to meet its renewable
energy goals.”
Solar power will also

charge electric vehicle batter-
ies
Ford will install 10 electric

vehicle charging stations at
Michigan Assembly to demon-
strate advanced battery
charging technologies for ve-
hicles using renewable energy
and other smart-grid ad-
vances.
The stations will be used to

recharge the electric switcher
trucks that transport vehicle
parts between adjacent build-

ings at the manufacturing
site. Part of the pilot project
involves a demonstration of
the possibility for using elec-
trified vehicle batteries as sta-
tionary power storage de-
vices after their useful life as
vehicle power sources is over.
Sustainable energy use
Michigan Assembly will op-

erate on a blend of renewable
and conventional electricity.
Renewable energy collected
by the solar system will go in-
to the plant's electrical distri-
bution system to help provide
power. When the plant is inac-
tive, the collected solar ener-
gy will go into the Dynamic
Power Resource storage sys-
tem for later use, providing
power during periods of insuf-
ficient or inconsistent sun-
light.
“Xtreme Power is pleased

to be a part of this ground-
breaking project with two
very progressive companies,
Ford and DTE,” stated Carlos
Coe, CEO of Xtreme Power.
“This installation demon-
strates the versatility of our
Dynamic Power Resource. We
developed a new product size
to operate in a new climate
and programmed the controls
for a new application for
proven technology.”
Michigan Assembly’s ener-

gy storage system will be able
to recharge from the smart
grid during off-peak hours
when energy is available at a
lower cost. This in turn can
provide inexpensive power
during peak operating hours
when the cost per kilowatt-
hour is usually higher, and
can help reduce peak demand
on the grid.
“The Michigan Assembly

Plant solar array builds on
Ford's other renewable ener-
gy initiatives including geot-
hermal energy in Ohio and
wind energy in the U.K. and
Belgium,” said Donna Inch,
chairman and CEO, Ford
Land. “This is one more step
in our journey toward sustain-
ability.”

Ford Collaborates with DTE Energy
On Solar Power at Michigan Assembly

DEARBORN -- The Westin
Book Cadillac Hotel is the lat-
est Detroit property to be
awarded AAA’s prestigious
Four-Diamond rating for hos-
pitality industry excellence. It
joins the MotorCity Casino
Hotel and its restaurant, Iri-
descence, and MGM Grand
and its restaurant, Saltwater,
to make a total of five AAA
Four-Diamond properties in
the city.
Michigan’s second-largest

city gets credit for having the
one and only Five-Diamond
award winner – The 1913
Room in Grand Rapids has
earned AAA's highest honor
for a ninth consecutive year
and is one of only 55 restau-
rants nationwide to earn the
distinction.
During a special luncheon

ceremony at The Radisson
Plaza Hotel & Suites in Kala-
mazoo last week. The 1913
Room received its five-dia-
mond plaque, along with 22
Michigan properties that
earned the AAA Four Dia-
mond Award.
The awards presentation

was conducted during the
Pure Michigan Governor's

Conference on Tourism 2011
at the Radisson Plaza Hotel &
Suites in Kalamazoo and was
sponsored by AAA Michigan
and AAA Living magazine.
More than 600 participated

in the conference – a record
high for the annual state gath-
ering. The Radisson Plaza Ho-
tel & Suites is among 15 lodg-
ing establishments and seven
restaurants in Michigan
which now carry the presti-
gious four-diamond rating.
The AAA Four Diamond rat-

ing is assigned to lodgings
that feature upscale accom-
modations and offer an exten-
sive array of amenities com-
bined with a high degree of
hospitality, service and atten-
tion to detail.
Restaurants at this level of-

fer a distinctive fine-dining ex-
perience marked by high-
quality ingredients, creative
presentation and attentive
service.
AAA inspectors evaluate

and rate more properties
than any other rating entity.
AAA is the only rating system
that covers the United States,
Canada, Mexico and the
Caribbean.

AAA Gives Book-Cadillac
New ‘4-Diamond’ Status

work in this very public way
and look forward to working
with them to achieve even
greater levels of quality, per-
formance and cost optimiza-
tion in the future.”
“It is humbling for the team

at Ricardo Strategic Consult-
ing to have been recognized
with this prestigious global
award,” said Andy Chien,
president of Ricardo Strategic
Consulting North America.
“Perhaps one of the first

management consultancies to
receive this accolade, the
award demonstrates the very
hard and innovative work of
the team and the very tangi-
ble results that it has deliv-
ered in partnership with Ford
Motor Company.”
With technical centers and

offices throughout Europe,
the United States and Asia, Ri-
cardo provides strategic con-
sulting and engineering ex-
pertise ranging from vehicle
systems integration, controls
and electronics, and hard-
ware and software develop-
ment to the latest driveline
and transmission systems

and gasoline, diesel, hybrid
and fuel-cell powertrain tech-
nologies.
Ricardo’s customers in-

clude the world’s major au-
tomakers and suppliers as
well as manufacturers in the
military, commercial, off-high-
way and clean-energy sectors.
Ricardo has also made

great strides in developing its
military business, working on
a variety of projects invovling
military vehicles, power-
trains, fuels, transmissions
and the like for OEM cus-
tomers in Europe and North
America.
The company also serves in

advisory roles to governmen-
tal and independent agencies.
Its global profile as a diversi-
fied supplier offering a variety
of solutions has grown greatly
in the past decade.
Ricardo’s U.S. operation, Ri-

cardo, Inc., is headquartered
in Van Buren Township, Mich.
Ricardo plc posted sales of
$244 million in financial year
2010 and is a constituent of
the FTSE TechMark 100 index
– a group of innovative tech-
nology companies listed on
the London Stock Exchange.

Ricardo Consulting Earns
Ford’s Excellence Award
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